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PREFACE 


.Courteous Reader, 


HE Writer of theſe following Leaves deſires 
$ © the Reader to nnderſtand that he 15 not [o 
vain as to expeit the leaſt Applanſe (the common 
Ttch of - Authors ) from any thing his Pen, can do, 
He ages acknowleds bimſelf to be altogether un- 
read in Books ;, that ſmall knowledg he has being 
but what he has Gleand from his Converſation 
amongſt Men. For he had the misfortune of be- 
ins Educated in the worſt of times, when the 
Cvil War like an Earthquake ſet the whole Land 
into a Convulſion, and the ſofter Muſes (as the 
Ancients were pieeſes to fancy of the River Ni- 
Jus) were frightned to ſome 4. 5 remater Re- 
gion, Beſides thag, kts declining Age accompa- 
med with its Infirmities (which as well Delin- 
ates the parts of the Mind, as it does thoſe of 
the Body ) ts grown by this time ſo ſevere upon 
him, that it were unreaſonable for thoſe who know 
him to expect from ſuch a worn o;t Pencil any 
ſirokes that are extraordinary. 

Being by theſe and many ather Reaſons made 
Conſcious of my inſuſficieacy , 1 widirtook, this 
ungrateful Province not withopt mach unwitling- 
neſs, not without the urgeit  1mporitwities Fi 
A. Bgdloe himſelf. He was the mere earne 
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knowledge of bus Original having l:iv*d for ſome 
years - the ſame Houſe "with be Grandfather, 
and his Faher was my moſt intimate Acquain- 


F ang. School-Fcllow. 

ihe be had pjevaiPd with me to draw (at he 
us &to term it ) this Pitture of hus Life, he en- 
gag?d me at the ſame time not to wſe the leaſt 
Stroke or Shadow of Partiallty,, For no one 
could poſſibly be more Ingenious both in acknow- 
L:doing and bewailing his former mifaceds: though 
1 cannot deny, but on the other ſide, he did as much 
value himſelf on the great ſervices he did big 
Conntry, It was his deſire that all his cheats 
ſh:uld be' Blazowd im their proper Colours, to 
precaution his unwary Country-men for the fu- 
ture to avid ſuch obvious inconveniences ;, and as 
fer the mighty Heroick Aftions be atchiet”d, it 
is but juſt they ſhould be Recorded as Eternal Mo- 
numents of his Fame, and Examples for the beſt 
of Subjetts toimitate. 

And I hope 1 have not tranſereſt the limits of 
hrs direition, the greateſt part of this acconntbe- 
ins oiveu under his own hand, and the reſt I ye: 
cer?d either from his neareſt Relations, or elſe 
from my own certain experience and knowledge. 
For I had not only the eonveniency, ſince his death, 
of often Diſcaurſng with his Widdow, AMther, 
and Brother : but himſelf, in bis life time, for 


any better eaſe and exattneſs im performing this 
indertaking, was pleasd to aſſiſt me with the view 
of alt his Papers. For he always kept a Diary of 
bis moſt remarkable Adventures for the ſpace of 
gen years together, which was the duration of the 
Seene in mbich he ated moſt of his cheats, 


A year and ap weeks are paſt ſonce I 
— Ga tbe anb apy py and Fo 
long after 1 was viſwned wit * 6 ſevere fit of 
ſickneſs, that | was ſo far from any thoughts of 
writing bis Life, that [ fear'd I ſhould want time 
te maks reficthions on my own. But about two 
months ago being indifferently well Recover'd of 
my tedious longing Diſtemper, I was reaſſaulted 
ſome of his Relations with freſh importunities. 
who deſired, me if I had not any regard to my 
promſe,at leaſt to deliver up what Papers I had of 
Mr. Bedloes to a young Pen-man of the Town, 
who as 1 underſtood was very earneſt to under- 
rake the work.;, 1 ſuppoſe propoſing to himſelf an 
advantage by ſellihg of the Copy, which is a thi 
I neither want nor value. But being thus breags 
zo refleft on my former raſh promiſe, 1 haſtily took, 
Pen in hand, and in leſs than ſix weeks time 
ſcribbPd ore theſe few Sheets of Paper, The 
eateſt pains ] took, was to make it a plain and 
faithful Hiſtory, not troubling any Romance Book. 
' "for Rhetorick, or Fancy. However 1 know there 
will not be wanting ſome who will call it partial, 
becauſe in every Line 1 have not plaid the Satyr, 
and damn*d bim againſt the plain Conviition of 
Verity and Reaſon. But I muſt expelt the Papiſt 
robe as well mine, as his Enemy, for that he hates 
the true Hiſtorian 1s an eſſential part of his Cha- 
raiter, Like the Bird of night, he abhors the 
days approach, and if his horrider Crimes dohap- 
pento be detefted, with a Papal confidence, the 
will be ſure to deny it, although as apparent as ” 
Sun it its Meridian. And as Mr. Bedloe bimſclf 
In the _ ro his Excommunicated Prince, 
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They'll ſwear by all the Saints *tismeer cheat, 
-- Like the feign'd Book of Martyrs, and a blot 
\* Falſe as the Story of the powder Plot. 

go th? Sexton{wore his Clock did never lie, 
- » What ere the Sun ſaid to the contrary. 


\.. Heye I could ſpeak, a great deal of this ſort of 
people, but ſo much is every where writ alauead 
of. them ,, that 1 will not trouble the Reader 
with T autologies , beſides I will not be ſo uns |. 
Civil .as to detain him any longer from the following 
Diſcourſe ; which if it happens te afford\any pro- 
fit, or pleaſure, I ſhall think. my ſelf amply re 
werded for this ſmall pains I thave taken, 
: Io, 
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Of bis Parentage and Relations. 
I Think it convenient, in che $i 


place, to give the World an acegunt 
of. his Fey ard Relations which | 


hercb to render his perſon >: fowl 
Hh My Al Ys ſo itvali ne pork credit of 
his Evidence. 

His Grandfather, 4 pn. the Fathers ide, 
tall'd | Major George Bedloe,.. was tt Young- 
er Brother: of an angjent Family. of that 
Rare 1 in. Ireland ; 3'Sa Perfen of __” 

eſ@- 
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Reſolution and Courage ; .and, what was 
extraordinary in a Souldier, no leſs con- 
fiderable for his Parts and Learning ; 
which appears. by: ſeveral Pieces of his 
' ingenious Poety, the Captain his Grand- 
ſon have ſhewn' me in Manuſcripts and, 
as he told me, deſign'd for the Prels. 
This Gentleman coming into Erzland 
in the Year 1633. was in a ſhort 
time after marry'd to a Merchants Wid- 
-dow of a cotifiderable fortune 1n Loz- 
don; by whom he had only one Son and 
two Daughters. The Daughters were 
diſpos'd of, in the Major's life-time, to 
rich Tradeſmen of the City, whoſe Po- 
ſterity yet continue there in good Credit 
and Reputation : But'both the Major and 
his Witedeparting this World in the ſame 
Year, Forty one; he bequeath'd his whole 
"Eftate to his only” Sbn, Mr: 1/azc Bedloe, 
- who was Father to'the Captain, whoſe 
Life I am about to' write. - 

' This J/aac was'a Perſon of 'incompara- 
ble Natural parts,” which he hadthe offer 
of improving, by being ſetled in'ah Uni- 
verſity ; but he more delighted 'in/ the ni- 
cer tadies of Daticing \andMiricktand 
- what other -accompliſhmeritOthight bet- 
ter endear him to-the-more"delicate'Sex. 
He-hat the replite of being-one' rar 
on G nd- 


Jandiomfi Gentlemen of tlie Town,, nor 
was! he le{s remarkable. for, his' Cargiage 
and Dreſ$;::and indeed-in-this reſpeCt, be- 
cauſe; will aot! be impartial, I cannot 
. cliuſe. but blame him, 1. mean. for his lj- 

"og hs extreamly, above ' himſelf;,, For 
his bit and iattendance were by all that 
knew him obſerv'd-to, be ayer pompous 
and ſplendid ;- and-I more particularly re- 
m ra Sute of Clothes I once ſaw him 
wear) at;:a; Play-bouſe, which, he afſur'd 
me coſi;him above. fourlcore pieces, But 
this ſcene.of -gallantry did not long conti- 
nue ;: byt-was interrupted by the break- 
ing out of the Civil Troubles : For-when 
he perceiv?d 2ll.others in Armour, he had 
more.courage than to ſee himſelf zdle, but 
immediately joyning with the. Royal pary 
ty; he  tichay” _hunſelf moſt gallantly 
through the ſeries of the War. ; which by 
the nine legible wourids, he: wore abgut 
him, might-appear. .-; Fenty 

And ſo fteady and conffarit was his.uns 
daunted-refeluton, thas though His May 
_ jeſties Farbes, wers irrevocably ſcatrer'd, 

and he faw-yhete remain'd.not the leatt 
| hopes'df dtgitiforcement, -yathe refoly?d 

+0)be ave of ae laſt chatwguld jay down 
his Armits;:addiſo haſtned 39, fend þ 
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Goven'd'b ''the''right able the 

ueſ3 of Worceſter, I haveheatd that 
the aid Marqueſs was extreamily" pleaſed 
with his Company, he ben icons 
bly jocoſe; atid of a moſt affable pleaſant 
humour, 'and moſt excellently skilPd':in 
the Art of Muſick,” But'when'the Garri- 
ſon was ſurrender'd to the diſleyal Party, 
and his great friendthe' Marqueſs was ta- 
ken into.cuſtody, Mr. Bedloe fell very ill 
of a Feavour at: < tow,” a ſtrong: Garti- 
fon Town on the River Wey in Monmouth. 
ſhire ;,. where for fear of the Governour, 
who was a'ſevere- Parliamentarian , +he 


thought it conyenient ſomewhat to al ter 
his name, and/focalld himſelf Bedaoe.-: 
Tn the fame' Town there liv'd'a young 
Gentſewoman, whoſe Wit and: Beau 
which i the had in perfeQtion; did. amply 
 recompence for what was wanting in her 
Fortune and-Quality. ' She had ſeveral 
Suitors which at the ſame time offer*d her 
their Love, bur eſpe Dy two young 
et! of the' me tieighbourho 
wheſe behaviour ard ſhe thought 
tobe ſoincomperable, and yet-at once ſo 
qua}, that the ds it were' vided her ab 
= POS 'er.' Aadowhen-ſhe 
teſo} TY X this to' lee choice, the 
uglits' of the others SPP GO 


of Capt: MILL. BEDLOE, 5. 


baniſht him-again.' | And. thus: ſhe,per- 
plext her ſelf almoſt to diſtrattion. When, 
Mr. Bed/oe, now almoſt recovered of his : 


eaver; having ſeen this: Lady, finds- his 
t renew” 


_— 


nor ſhe in refuſing it. Heaven,which lang 


before defign'd this happy match, order'd 
ev'ry thing.to'concurr to: the perieQting 


of it...” Now their miſerable former, ſer- 


vants: receive their diſmal ſentences, and: 


have: purchas'd- their. reconciliation! to 
each other; with the loſs almoſt of their 
lives. In'the year forty-nine they were 
joyn'd in matrimony, and 1 well remem- 
it was: of St; David's day, when in- 
ſtead of Ribon-favours he beſtow'd arti- 
ficial on: the:company. I cannot 
chuſe but boaſt my-ſelf-to be one of thoſe 
happy Gueſts which ſaw this couple mar- 
ry'd ; I ſaw em bedded too ; I faw 'em 

guiſhing in each others arms, and kils ; 
and then I took my leave ; but after the 
common manner, for then alas I little 


dreamt of what mighty thing they were 


Bong about. But I was no Prophet ta 
ivine what a great Hero they were go- 
1ng to beget ; norcould my dim mortal 


eyes perceive thoſe glorious aſſiſtant An- 


, gels, which were hov'ring o're the Bri- 
B 3  dal- 


d,, though of another nature.” 
"He.uſes :no' delay in offering his amour, 
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dal-Bed,' and'infpir'd the young Lover: 
oi torothar ibdiaedyralgalar” Bleffed: 
pait f-'T rs they. were-wholljy 
inſenfible of rhe mighty>endrhegods.de- 
ſigndiby their embraces; 7yet their plea- 
ſurescertainly:muſt be morexthan oxdind« 
ry taviſhing, which cended to ſo grear | 
andnoble at <1d;;no leſs thintoprocure: 

a Preferver for three:Mighty:Kingdoms. + 
-:Not long afterthey. were mazty'd, ilte 
endeavour'd'to 'perſwade her to remove 
withihim to Lozaon; having «Houle there 
of hjs own, and eight hundred pounds/in 
Moneys, « which m-the' beginning of'zhe 
War-he had buried inchis-Geller; beſides 
the 'Sequeſtrators of | thar' honourable 
County, '\Moxmouth-ſbire, a-very 
{tri enquiry after the! Kings-Friends, 
who, if by any chance ſhould hear of his 
being concerid againſt the” Parliament, 
would be ſatisfy'd with nothing leſs than 
his utter 'ruine. © But ow ibid 
theſe and ſeveral other reaſons; he're- 
{olv*'d to condeſcend to whatſoever ſhe 
moſt deſir?d: : And when ſhe ſignified her 
averſneſs to part with her native homehe 
as —_ comply?d with her ; and fo um- 
mediately purchas!d a convenient dwel- 
Img Houſe "in Chepſtow,” :with pleaſant 
Gardens and Orchards, and ſome ground 

Es GE I © 
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beſides, to the value: of about Forty. 
pounds a. year., Being, thus ſettled, he 
thought it convenient, as the times then 

. were, to live privately and obſcure ; not 
that - he - was. neceſſitated to do ſo for 
want, of Moneys, for he ſoon ſold his 
Houſe 1n.Londoz for five hundred pounds, 
which, together with the eighthundred 
pounds he hid in the Celler, he had con- 
vey'd to Chepſtow : where heliv'd no long- 
er: than ſeven years and an half, inwhich 
time. he had three Sons and two .Daugh- 
ters, and then departed this Life, having: 
left his whole Eſtate to the diſpoſal of 
his. Wife, . 

.. His eldeſt Son's name was William, of 
whom, you ſhall preſently have a more 
parSiula account. 

. His ſecond was call'd Charles, a ſtout 
handſom perſon, whoſe inclination lead-. - 
ing him. to Travel, he was caſt away in 
the Baltick Seas, where together with his 
Life he loſt his Goods, to the value of 
two hundred pounds. | 

+ The youngeſt ts Fames, one of a.ready 
wit, and -for ſymetry and ſhape, is b 
ſome eſteem?d not to be inferiour to mo 
men.in Ezgl/and, He ever liv'd extream«, 
high and . ſplendid, and above other 


ly b 
Gentlemen of the Coutttry who had vaſt 
* B 4 Eſtates : 
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Eftates : But how he was maintained ſo, 
TI will not pretend to inform you, but him- 
ſelf is able to ſatisfie any one that thinks 
it beſt to enquire it of him. 


- The eldeſt Daughter after her Mothers 


name was all'd Alice; the perfeQeſt piece 
of Beality | 
bred, 'hor was fhe leſs admirable for her 
incomparable "Wit : She haying bred a 
kind of Civil War amongſt the young 

| Gentlemen of the Wyeth her Auhtsin 
#don ſent. for her thither, 'who'were 

not a little proud of ſuch a Fair Relation. 
The fame of her Beauty ſoon diſpergd it 
-*® lf over the greateſt part of the Town; 
and ſhe had gain'd the Report, I know 
not how, of being a very confiderableFors« 
tune: * She was Courted by ſeveral Pi T- 


fons of good Quality ; ' fome of them ma- 


king love after an'honourdble manner, o-. 


- thers with great offers 'endeavouring, 
though'in vain, to oblige her to'b&therr 
Miſtreſs. * But ſhe behaved her Tef with 

- fuch incomparable prudence and cuniiy 
that ſhe was at laſt marry'd to- go leſs 
perſon than 'the eldeſt 'Son of tny*Lord 

' Duncannon.” But ſhe enjoy*d*her felfnot 
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ting of Sweet-meats, '- 
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long after, but dy*dof a Surfeit ſlic'got by 
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The youngeſt Daughter is Mary, who 
is a comely modeſt y&ang wornan, an in- 


comparable Houſewife, and em been þ 
lent for all ſorts of ingenious Ne dle-work. 
She/ is yet unmarry'd, living at Chepſtow 
with her Mother. - PG 39) 27H: 
The happy Mother of theſe Children, 
for about a dqzen years together, conti- 
nued her Widdow-hood, and gave her 
Children the''beft Education ether the 
Country or Byifto! could afford, but was 
at laſt 'd to one 6 a, who 
Traild a Pike ' in Chepftow Caſtle, under 
the Command of Captain T ho. Nanfa»:: 
He was a perſon of no great Fortufte that 
eyer I heard of, yet an incomparable in- 
genious well man. And though ne- 
ver bound Apprentice to any Trade, Wis 
yery well learned in ſeveral parts of the 
Mechanicks. He was the firſt I ever 
heard of that contriv*d to turn a Spit with 
Smoak, that made a Clock which went - 
with Air, andanother with Water. And 
made a very ſmall Watch, moſt part of 
it being only of Wood. He baving ſpent 
ſome years and much moneys in theſe 
1ngeryous Inventions, at laſt reſolved on 
ſome more profitable employment. And 
2 Shoo-rtiaker who rented a Shop of him, 
being forc'd to abſcond, for fear of the 
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Baylitfs, the ſeiz'd on all his Goods; for 
part .of his Rent, @nd by the {mall aſſiſt- 
ance, of an angient Journeyman of the 
Town, ma ſhort time he learnt the way 
of: being very; expert in. the Art of Cut- 
ting” out Shoes, and haying enough of 
ready; monies to-buy Leather at. the belt 
hand, and,able to truſt his Cuſtqmers for 
as;long time. as they. plead e.lpon en- 

| ds, the Trade giv 


—- 


groſt into his.awn ba t 
whole Coungrey,; but. he droye. not. ang 
mus Trade, wor us Mera? and Jes Chil- 

en,apprehending themſelves diſparag'd 
by it,prevaifd with hjm.to diſcontinue it. 


613 ® 3 3. or #1 AJ 1:4; MH "34 AP | 
.: I have. given this ſhort. Relation of his 


unprejudic'd Reader will queſtion, to let 
the world know, *tis not ſo deſpicable as 
fome People have thought it their intereſt 
to diſcourſe, and others,out of ignorance, 
have been taught to believe. Thoſe Pp;fts, 
and other evil principled, People , who 
have had the Confidence to aſſert , there 

was no ſuch thing as a Popifb Plot , uſe 
' this for a common Arguinent, Thee the 
Diſcoverers are Perſons of obſcure and mean 
Parentage, and that People of their Nec: 
fties , . care not what they ſwear for ſuch 
ample Rewards. have heard it PReny 


'" of ip. WIRE: BADLOE: rr 
diſcours9d;and with do'fmaill Confidenee 
too, T hat, Captain Bedloe war the Sor of. 4 


poor Cobler,nny,cand that. himſelf did work. - 


at the Traxesfdo. But on what. weak foun- 
dation: they 'Eredtedvhis;:Thave already; 
ſhewn. I have likewiſe affured'you,7 hat 
his own Father, was « Gentheman, though 'not 
of the highefts:Rank,' yer of an ancient Fa- 
mily, and one that both livid and dy'd in a 
very good condition.” * But ſuppoſe he had - 
been one/of the _ of rhe People, one: 

that newly came 'from a+: Cottage, or 
Almſhoule, yet the mighty things he has 
done, are enough to purifie the moſt cor- 
rupted 'Blood; and give the name of his 
Family-a Title to Eternity : For this Rela. 
tions have as much reaſon to value them- 
ſelves on his Heroick AQions as that their 
pretended Meanneſs ſhould be reflected 
ON: | 


Among the Numerous Copies of Ver- 
ſes which were preſented him after his 
Diſcovery, I met witha Sheer, which was 
written after the Pindarique Stile, ſome 
few of which I have here Tranſcrib'd. 


Let the meer Poet liſb his —_ Maſe, 
8 


Flie #p to Helicon, and 
Extraft Fiftions quimteſſence ; 


Then 


Baylitfs, !he ſeiz'd on all his Goods; for 
part of his Rent, @nd by the {mall aſſiſt- 
ance, of an angient Journeyman of the 
Town, in a ſhort time he learnt the way 
of: being very,cxpert in the Art of Cut- 
ting” out Shoes, and haying enough of 
| fa moeeto buy Leather at. the beſt 

and, and.able to truſt his Cuſtqmers for 


as;long time as they pleagd,- he ſoon en- 
groft.inea his.gwa Bands the Tradeoffhy 
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whole Countrey,; but. he drove not 1 
ps Trade, wp us Mu $04 268 Ca 
en,apprehending thernſelves diſparag}! 
by 1t,prevaiFd withhim to diſcontinue it. 
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.- I have. given this ſhort Relation of hus 
Family, the truth of which, I hope, no 
unprejudic'd Reader will queſtion, to let 
the world know, *tis not ſo deſpicable as 
ſome People have thought it their intereſt 
to diſcourſe, and others,out of ignorance, 
have been taught to believe. ThoſePpi/ts, 
and other evil principled, People , who 
have had rhe Confidence to aſſert , there 
was no ſuch thing as a Popifh Plot , uſe 
this for a common Argument, That the 
Diſcoverers are Perſons of obſcure and mean 
Parentage, «nd that People of their Neceſ- 
fties , . care not what they . ſwear for ſuch 
ample. Rewards, [have heard it PUDUE: 
TESREIS | =» 
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diſcoursd;and with ho fmall Confidence 
too, T hat, Captain Bedloe war the Son of « 
poor Cobler, nny, and that himſelf did work 
at the Traxe-t0o. But on whar. weak foun- 
dation they 'Eretted this, Thave already 
ſhewn. I have likewiſe afſured you, That 
his own Father was « Gentleman, though not 
of the higheft» Rank, yer of ax ancient Fa- 
mily, and one that both livid and dy'd in « 


very good condition. ' But ſuppoſe he had 
been one'of the Dregs of the People, one 
that newly came a Cortage, or 


Almſhouſle, yet the mighty things he has 
done, are enough to purifie the moſt cor- 
rupted '\Blood; and give the name of his 
Family-a Title to Eternity : For this Rela. - 
tions have as much reaſon to value them- 
ſelves on his Heroick AQtions,as that their 
pretended , Meanneſs ſhould be refletted 


ON. 


Among the Numerous Copies of Ver- 
ſes which were: preſented him after his 
Diſcovery, I met witha Sheert,which was 
written after the Pindarique 'Stile,' ſome 
few of which IT have here Tranſcrib'd.” ' 


Let the meer Poet laſh his looſe-rein'd Muſe, 
© Flie up to Helicon, and thence ' | 
Extratt Filtions quinteſſence ; 

© 1p. «1G | Then 
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Then renſack all the Charaiters of Fame 
- For Glories to adorn one Name, 
And _ the Fop his Patron to the Sky 
. By all the ſervile Art of Poetry ; 
Whilſt I thy friend need no ſuch methods uſe, 
- I need not feign an Heroe now, 
- Nature's ſelf has made you fo. + 
Wherefore theſe Truths T mean to ſpeak, and 
all the World does know - 
Surrmount the little hollow Art of flattery. 
Nay, the Sycophant would loſe his Name,w as 
«ll the World like thee. 


Fm aputend> 
Flattery toan ample diſcourſe 
of / his many Virtues, and in the ſeventh 
Stavzs, thus ſpeaks of his Family. 


T hoſe emvious Sons of Earth, | 
Who with baſe Libels ſcandalizd your birth; 

Calling it mean and poor ; 

Did not the Iriſh Bedloes know, 

Tour Granſws Wit and Learning too, 
Nor 'the Nine LoysNWonnds your valiant 
111. "Father wore," ew, 1 

T hoſe glorious, &c. 


So much of his Family, which I defire 


at preſent may ſuffice, what I have ſaid, 


being only 2 Preminm to his following 
| CHAP. 
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Of. his Birth , Childhood , Vouth ,, with 
Miraculous Obſer-vations thereupon. 
Of bu Education, Studies, Morality, 
a; RES... oo: 
N the Tweatieth,day of May, and 
in the Year of our Lord 16506, he 
firſt entered on this Theatre of the world. 
It was about the mid-time of the Day, 
when his proud Planet, the Sun, having 
wr on his gaudier Rays, climb'd up to 
is Zenich, to behold: the glad Spettacle. 
Tt-was-in a Month too, when Heat and 
Cold, as it were, met in; kind Embraces, 
and made the Air, with a calm gentle 
rouch, encompaſs | his Infant Limbs : For 
had- he come in the midſt of Winter, 
when the frozen Bootes governs the Hort 
zon, the Gods had been' put to the Ex- 
pence of another Miracle,and for his ſake 
have alter*d-the natural courſe of the 
Heavens.: Moſt wonderful Qhild | which, 
I have. heard, came;.qut of his Mothers 
Womb: without giving her- the leaſt tor- 


ment, 
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ment, as if his Birth had taken away the 


ancient Curſe-of Woman-kind !- Dias 
certainly was aſſiſting at her Throws ; 
and what 'an happy Mother muſt ſhe 
needs be, who I 2 Goddeſs for her Mi 
wife! Thrice happy Woman who 
ſuck to ſuch a Child ! her Breaſts,w "ch 
not. long before was extremely tormented 
with a very dangerous Ulcer, moſt mira- 
culouſly grew well againft the Birth of 
this Child; and I believe ny flow'd 
with Nettar, inſtead of -Milk:: . » 
-| WhiPR other Infants are mathe by 
-Nature-with-theit continual: Cryes :and 
Seviplings, to ſignific their Averſiteſs to 
this *troublefom World, this pretty' piece 
_ of [Innocence always ſmil'd ; and: look'd 
_chearful; as if: he was then ſenſible of the 
Good he was born to do. Afd if we.Mor- 
tals- could reach the-DoGtrine ; his very 
chad Langage, and his Looks: were 
already offeritig Su Diſcoveries: 
2 Was it notivety'admirable; at leſs thais 
three quarters-6f 'a'Year;2for him to'go 
Abers the Houſe 9rarges naar" ern 
and peak ever p:? 
Nh ar Tlirce- 4 Alte ney to 
cad the hartleft»Chapt w_ the.Bible 2 


i: enious, infiocent- Prathng, caus'd 
——_ 6t5 etecaghics oe nn 
It 5 


a of ' Capt. WILL. BEDLYE. 15 
Wit'; and what was extrdorditiary ins 
Child, no one could ever teach-himi to 
ſpeak any words that were Obſcene, Hr 
Godfathers' and Godmothers;" I]. Perſons 
of Quality, were never 1atisfy*# without 
his'Company, and have hadHeveral Con- 

 renitions which' ſhould hive/Hirh longeſt 
in ceheir Honſ&P c0-00 AgPID 2122701: 
" Amongſt'the various Remarks which 
attended his Childhood;'Hhis Preſervation 
was not the leaſt, hiving” been” ſeveral 
times ſnatcht from thevery jaws of ruine. 
Once he was in danger of being blown 
tp dy the ſhot-of a Cannon, which was 
prevented by a Stander-by, who hall'dhim 
fom'before the'mburh of it; juſt as 'the 
Guntier waS#giving fire. His Recovery 
from thoſe” datigerous Diſtempers , the 
Pupples, 'Small Pox, Fever, arid Convul- 
ſion Fits, all which he had in _—_ 
was'very wonderful. Ohce'he foHlow'd 
His Father” to the Church' of 'Chepftow, 
who; with other'of 'the chief Paxiſhion- 
ers, having view'd the Battlements , '-in 
order'to have it mended, they had hardly 
_=_ out of the Church-yard, but they 
aw the. Tower' falling down 1n pieces. 


k 


"You may imagine they -could' not chuſe- 
bur bleſs themſelves, and'give. Thanks'to 
[Heaven for theſrange Deliverance but 

: perhaps 
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pe:2aps: little Patt that - ow!'d 
Ut TEE el of this happy 
Child ; ſors. F which, [ believe, hat 

up. the FErerIng "Was. whilſt fl 


e Pa es 


down ; be y. of. them are fo 
ſtrange. = Ber incredible , that it 
would go near to make this Treatiſe Ide- 


ſign for a Hiſtory, be ſuſpeCted for a Ro- 
At Twelve Yeats old he was able to 
Conftrue the moſt Crabbed piece of _L- 
zine of Greek,and when his School-maſter 
was tiot able to teach him any longer, he 
- furniſhe his Study at home with a con- 
Tea ninber of the beſt Books, he 
on Id be pagirs: d to, and in a ſhort while 
be, nag htily gt; linaſelf 1n-ſeveral 
ſorts of Learning 


He was well read in 
a e's 


| Sacred and Profane, in Na- 
fophy, Anatomy,and ſomeparts 
of jy Ma opyanrery And wt Heral- 
E was 4 pE Maſter of it an 
alle is give-an account, what : Coat 
TR = Family of .any Note, in Exg- 


Lind bears.. For his Divertiſi ernent , 
la Malick, Huntiog and Hawking : ;apd 


of Capt. WILL. BEDLOE. 17 
in the Art of Limniag he was fo well 
SkilPd, that he could draw the hardeſt 
Face exactly to the Lile. Being thus 
accompliſht, his Soctery was much cove- 
ted by all the Gencry thereabours, eſpe- 
cially by the more ingenious and ſoberer 
ſort of them : For his Morality as yet was 
{uch, that he had the Report -ot-being 
given to no manner of Vice, and his Re- 
gion was the ſame whichall his Family 
profeſt, the true ancient Proteſtant. 

Being obſerv*d now by all to be-a moſt 
incomparable ingenious Perſon, and ca- 
pable of undertaking any great Atchieve- 
ment, the Jeſuits (who ever made it their 
Endeavours' to Trapan ſuch into their 
Councels ) us'd ſeveral Engines to le- 
duce him to be of their Church. I knew 
a Perſon of Honour that was very impor- 
tunate with his Mother to let him Travel 
with him to Pars, oftering to ſettle and 
maintain him there in a Colledge ; but . 
ſhe ſuſpeQing his deſign, refusd to give 
her conſent : But his moſt indefatigable 
Sollicitor, was the famous TJ«/uitr Father 
Lews, who, ſince the diſcovery of the late 
* Popifh Plot, was Executed at Monmouth. 
He us'd often to come to Chepſtow , and 
brought other Jeſuits along with him, in 
order to pervert him ; they made him ac- 
quainted 


'$ The LIFE, and DEATH 


quainted in the Families of all the great 
Papiſts in that Countrey , who treated 
and courted him after an extraordinary 
manner, and ſtrove to tempt Iiim with 
fair Promiſes of Preferment and Great- 
neſs, and what other Allurements uſe to 
captivate frailer fleſh and blood ; but not- |} 
withſtanding all theſe Politick -Devices 
and Machinations, he continu'd yet ſo far | 
from imbibing any of their 11] Principles, 
that he ſo long continu'd a ſtrong Cham- 
pion for the Church of Erg/ana , that 
with a kind of deſpair they diſcontinu'd 
their Progreſs. 


All who obſerv'd his earlier days, 
Did with amazement joy ther praiſe ; 
And eſteewd him as a Friend 
Sent to 'em for no common End. 
Each Att did of his Life appear 
Woradrou: as a Blazing-Star : 
But with this difference underſtood, 
Thit portends 11, this always Good. 


"of Cape. WILL. BEDLOE. ig 
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CHAP. III. 


Of his uſt commg to London, and how - 
he came acquainted with two jeſuu.es, 
Johnſon and Harman. . -- 


HE CharaQer I have yet given of 

him 1s full of vertue, and all that's 
corimendable, yet have I not writ one 
{yllable but what I believe to be right : 
and being now come to that part of his 
life, in which he began to degenerate, I 
reſolve to continue the ſame taithfullneſs 
to Truth. 

In the Year 1670, upon ſome diffe- 
rence which happn'd between him and 
his Father-in-Law, he went up to London, 
his Mother having given him an hundred 
Pounds in his Pocket : he took his Lodg- 
ings, like a true Welchman, near the 
Chefhire Cheeſe in the Strand, where two 
ſevere Jeſuits, Father Harman, and Father 

ohnſon, likewiſe had a Chamber : On 
the Sunday following, his Landlord Invis 
ted him to Dinner, whete the aforeſaid 
Teſuits, and other of his Lodgers, were 


lkewiſe preſent. After the Cloath was ta- 
| C x ef 


20 The LIFE and DEATH 
ken away, they fell, I know not how, in- 
to a Diſcourſe of Religion, which the Je- 
ſuits manag'd with ſuch ſubtilty and cun- 
ning, that tho” they levelPd their whole 
Diſcourſe againſt the Church of Ergl/axa, 
yet at the ſame time they would inlinu- 
ate that: themſelves were Proteſtants, and 
pretended m__ to lament its dege- 
' nerating Condition. Their rayery againſt 
the Common Clergy,was both ſevere and 
tedious; nor did Barlow, Srilliny flect , 
Loga, and Tillotfon, thoſe Famous Cham- 
pions of our Religion, eſcape their Laſh. 


But Mr. Bedloe calily perceiving their ſo- , 


phiſtry, took up the Cudgels on the other 
{ide, and with ſuch ſtrong reas'ning vin- 
dicated the Proteſtant Religion and Cler- 
gy, that the Jeſuits for all their Learning, 
were farc't to yeeld him the victory: now 
they began at once both to envy and ad- 
mire him, and at length, being mere in- 
timately acquainted with his parts and 
courage, continually plyd him with freſh 
force of Argument. But finding him this 
way Impregnable, and roo ſtrongly ar- 
med againft all their Artillery, they at laſt 
reſolved on another method ; they well 
knew the frailty of humane nature, and 
how eaſily the ſtrongeſt Reaſons and beſt 
grounded Principles were tobe brought 

| anto 
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into ſubjetion by the wilder Appetite, 
they agreed theretore to ſhew him the va- 
r10us Scenes of Debauchery, well know- 
ing if they could once bring him to be of 
no Religion, they were 1n a fair progreſs 
towards making him a Papiſt : The Re- 
ligion of Rome, is adelicate, eaſic Religi- 
on ; it maintains no gaſtly Bugbears, to 
frighten ſenſual nature inits brisk career ; 
but the Conſcience, which is the unerring 
Judge of all good andevil,with its exqui- 
ite Faculties, it moſt artificially ſtifles. As 
for the horrider crimes of Murther, Per- 
jury, &c. You may have Pardons and In- 
dulgencies at very reaſonable Rates; then 
as for the little inconſiderable venial of- 
tences, of Drinking, Swearing, Whoring, 
and the like ; why, a ſtroak or two of Pe- 
nance will whip them quite out of doors; 
and though perhaps their ſhoulders may 
{mart for alittle time, yet the Conſcience 
all the while continues undiſturbed, and 
1s mightily pleaſed in thus cheating it ſelf. 
So this Arheiſt ( T mean the pretended oze, 
for I believe no man can be really lo ) 
being plunged over head and ears, in an 
habit of Debauchery, and not being able 
to ſay his prayers, or make any reflecti- 
ons on his miſerable Condition, for fear 
of awakning the growing worm of his 
: C2 Conſcience, 
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Conſcience, endeavours to allay the pain, 
by forcing himſelf to think that there is 
no God to puniſh him. 

Behold how plainly the Papift an dthe 
Atheiſt do here agree! Both deceiving 
their Conſciences by the forc'd apprehen- 
fiors of what they know to be falſe Yet 
the Church of Rome will on no terms 
part with this happy principle, it having 
procured more Proſelites than any other 
of its Kfatagems, and to come more cloſe- 
ly to the buſineſs, it was only this bait 
which gaind'em Mr. Bealoe. 


Tknow that our Religion's a meer Cheat. 
Hells horrors cover d with a guilded Bait. 
But it at preſent does my Conſcience eaſe, 
And Tamcur'd, tho) with a worſe diſeaſe. 
In Pee a boſom yet ſecure IT lie, 
Whilft with their Salves, they my ſharp 
TT (Checks allay, 
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How he was b1 ought to a Pawdy- Houſe 
by the Teſuts. Of his mtrigue there 
with a Merchants Wife : and the un- 
fortmate adventure with the Jeſuits 
at the ſame time made. 


Ll opportunities theſe Jeſuits uſed 

of coming into his Company ; and 

grew at laſt into ſuch an intire familiar1- 
ty, that they were obſerved to be ſeldom 
or never aſunder. Lecctet's was the Or- 
dinary where they did uſually eat, and 
when they had warm'd themſelves with 
brisk Canary, Mother Creſwvlls was the 
place where they us'd to adjourn. One 
time above the re{t this honeſt Morher 
calld Mr. Bealoe into a room a-part, 
where chucking him under the chin, ſhe 
calld him Smock-fac'd Rogue,commend- 
ed his limbs and ſhape, and art length be- 
an to beſo impudently inquiſitive, that 
e almoſt fear'd the old Woman deſign'd 
to commir a rape on him, but ſhe ſoon 
clear'd the miſtake, by letting hun know 


Ca ſhe 
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ſhe had a kindneſs to beſtow on him, 
which himſelf muſt needs acknowledge 
to be extraordinary. In ſhort, ſhe af- 
ſured him there was above ſtairs a weal- 
thy Merchants Wife, to whoſe embraces 
ſhe deſigned to prefer him, and told 
him, if he behaved himſelf with true 
Mettle and Courage, he had a very fair 
opportunity for making himſelf a. For- 
tune ; It 1s a thing, ſaid ſhe, very uſual 
for Ladies of Quality whoſe Husbands 
are inſufficient, to apply themſelves to 
me for the neceſſaries of Nature ; and 
indeed without ſuch Gueſts would my 
Employment be inconſiderable. The 
brisk Sparks of the Town, who have 
great opinions of their own perſons and 
performances, have ſpent many hundred 
pounds in my Houſe, in hopes of ſuch 
prizes, and I have a dozen younger bro- 
thers which are at preſent- in fee with 


' me; wherefore, my preferring you firſt, 


I would have you recxon as no ſmall fa- 
VOUr. | [0 

He having given her his thanks, and 
fair promiſe of a recompence an{werable 
to his fuccels, ſhe condutted him into a 
private remote Chamber, where the ex- 
petting Lady had lain herſelf on the bed, 
IN amore amorous poſture than ever 


Ve- 
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Venus was pidtured. He ſeated - himſelf 
ently by her panting ſide, and taking 
Ber into fs arms gave her a hundred kil- 
ſes : then deſired to excuſe that freedom, 
although of a Stranger, ſeeing Nature 
had already made ſuch an acquaintance 
amongſt young People, that whenſoever 
they meet, they have no more todo then 
to enjoy. She replyed, that in ſuch a 
place it would be very vain for her to 
retend to Modeſty ; and- fo claſping a- 
out the waſte, and kiffing him, ſhe bid 
him do his pleaſure with her. When they 
had plentifully carreſt each other on the 
Bed, he uſhered her to the fire-{ide, where 
he treated her with variety of Wine and 
Sweet-meats. Then ſhe leaning on his 
ſhoulder, and looking ftedfaſtly ' in his 
face, thns' diſcloſed the ſecrets of her 
mind, as ſhe had done thoſe of her body. 
HadT that-comfort, ſaid ſhe, of '2 Hus- 
band, for which moſt Women Marry,no- 
thing ſhould have tempted me thus to 
pollute his Bed : But the Man I am mar- 
ryed to, 1s above fourſcore years of age, 
which 1s very diſproportionable with my 
years, who am hardly two and twenty. 
It was the covetouſneſs of my Father 
which forced me to Marry with him, he 
having 800 /.a year in Land,and po ” 
i 
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ready Caſh. I have lain with him theſe 
fourteen tedious months and upwards, 
all which time, as you have tound, I have 
kept my Virginity ; nor had I ever defi- 
red the knowledge of any other man, 
were it not out of hopes to get an heir 
to inherit my husbands Eſtate, which o- 
therwiſe after my life, will fall to a Ne- 
phew of his I do above all things hate. 
Then telling him, ſhe hoped ſhe had no 
| need to ſuſpect his ſecrecy, ſhe diſcover- 
ed her Husbands name, and the place 
where he lived, and aiſured him if ſhe 
proved with Child, ſhe had a gratitude 
for him that was more then ordinary, and 
that in the mean time he ſhould want 
no kindneſs that. lay in her power, and 
for his farther encouragement, ſhe added, 
that her Husband, by reaſon of his infir- 
mities pzendered uncapable of buſineſs, re- 
ferred his whole Eſtate to her care and 
management, and was uſed to reſt fatis- 
fied with what ever account ſhe gave him. 
He nota little tranſported at this charm- 
ing Muſick, defired her not to doubt the 
eFect of her wiſhes, and as for a reward, 
he expected no'greater than the pleaſure 
of ſerving her,* which he ſaid, he valu- 
&d at a higherrate than all the riches ſhe 
was Miſtreſs of. 

When 
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When with kiſſesand a thouſand ama- 
rous dalliances they had drawn on the 
welcome night, the old woman coming 
up and having ſet them in Bed, wiſhr 


 thema good night, but as little reſt as 


poſſible ; In the won they both roſe 
extreamly contented; and hehaving paid 


7 thereckoning, which came to ten pounds 


and odd money, at leaſt eight of it being 
extortion, they parted witha mutual pro 

miſe of meeting there again the ſame day 
ſeven-night. 

When he returned to his Lodgings, 
having put his hand in his Pocket to 
ſearch for his Watch, he found unexpeCt- 
edly no leſs than fourſcore pieces of broad 
Gold, conveyed there by his late Bedfel- 
low. He had ſcarce counted over the 
Gold, but in came the two adventuring 
Jeſuits, Father Johnſoz and Harman, but 
ſo ftrangely metamorphoſed , that he 
could hardly diſtinguiſh whether they 
were the ſame or no. Their faces were 
drawn in like wrinkled empty purſes,and 
they halled their legs after them worſe 
than ſons of an Hoſpital coming newly 
out of a Flux. Ere he was able for won- 
der to ask him any queſtions, Harman of 
himſelf began this pitious complaint : O 
Fetlow-lodger , Fellow-lodger ! we are 
RE Fc utter- 
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utterly ruin'd ! Damn all Whores ! Poc- 
key Thieviſh Whores! Hold, I pray, 
replyed Mr. Bealove, condemn not all for 
the ſake of ſome few, perhaps there may 
be found ſome Whores which delerve 
commendation, but be {o kind as let me 
know what ſudden diſz.iter has ſo lately 
changed your mind againſt thoſe crea- 
tures I have heard yuu ſo much com- 
mend. Then proceeded Father Harman, 
Laſt night, at Mother Creſ.vells, when we 
underſtood it was in vain to expect your 
coming home with us, we had not walkt 
a Coits caſt over Moor-fields, but we were 
overtaken by a pair of brisk genteel Fe- 
male creatures, who by their jogging us 
as they paſt by, and ſtaring in our fa- 
ces, gave us to underſtand they had a 
mind to be better known to us. We be- 
ins ſomething hot-headed agreed to pick 
them up, which when we had done, we 
ſuffered them to bring us to an Houſe 
convenient for their purpoſe; we cafily 
prevailed with them, when it was late, 
to g0 into Bed with us, but when they 
had [ulled us afleep, they ſtole away our 
Perriwigs, Swords, Linnen, Watches, 
and every farthing of our Moneys, and 
left us in this miſerable condition you 
fee us ; nay, and what is yet worſe, I 
fear 
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fear my Whore has ſeverely Frenchify'd 
me, for I make water hot enough to 
melt a hole in a Pewter Chamber-por. 
Early in the morning (cortinxed he) the 
old Baud, who doubtleſs had a ſhare in 
the booty, came raging into our Cham- 
ber worſe than a Northern Tempelt ; 
ſhe calPd us a couple of notorious Rogues, 
and {wore that though our Whores were 
eſcaped with above twenty pounds worth 
of her Goods, we that brought them in 
ſhould be reſponſable for their Theft, 
and not ſtir a foot till we had given her 
ſatisfaction. With a thouſand Vows and 
Proteſtations we endeavoured to allay 
her fury, which like Oil threwn on fire, 
did but rather increaſe it. At laſt caſt- 
ing her eyes round about the Chamber, 
"ſhe ſeized on my Silver Fobacco-Box, 
which the dark before had concealed 
from the ſearch of the two whores ; ſhe 
likewiſe ſeized on our Hats, our Stock- 
ings and Buckles, nay, and forced us to 
unſtrip our ſelves of our very ſhirts, 
which ſhe ſaid was not the tythe of the 
damage ſhe received, although over 
night we had diſcharged her uncontrou- 
lable Reckoning. Being now as naked 
as Eſops Crow, when the rabble of Birds 


had unplumed him, ſhe ſcornfully _ 
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ſed us to haſte to our Lodgings ere the 
day appeared, for fear the Beadle of the 
Beggars ſhould meet with us on the way. 
We approved of her advice, and made 
what haſte we could. But it was not ſo 
early but many of the Apprentices had 
opened their Shop-windows, who ſeeing 
us thus diſguiſed, gazed on us with more 


wonder than if we had been a pair of 


Blazing-ſtars. Some rightly gueſt, rhat 
we had fallen amongſt whores, others 
taking us to be Bed/ams, demanded of us 


what we had done with our horns. Then - 


they peſtered us with ſuch thick ſhow- 
ers of rotten Oranges and addle Eggs, 
that it had been as good for us to have 
ſtood ſo long a time 1n the Pillory. 


Mr. Bedloe overcome with this piteous 


complaint, lent them five pounds a piece, 
with which they made a ſhift for the pre- 
ſent to rig themſelves. On the Sunday 
following they adminiſter'd Confeſſion 
to each other, and I believe had quickly 
forgot this ſad diſaſter, had not an ex- 
tream pain in their Head, Backs, &c. 
not only renewed, but continued the re- 
membrance of it as long as they lived. 
According to the time appointed, Mr. 
Bedloe made haſte to wait on the Mer- 
chants Wife, who met him with a pre- 
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ſent of fifty Guinnyes. Now grown ex- 
treamly high with the apprehenſions of _ 
this (as he thought inexhauſtable Trea- 
ſures) he furniſht himfelt with a Coach 
and very rich Liveries, nor was there a 
Gentleman in the Town that lived eve- 
ry way more gallantly, for when ever 
he wanted Moneys-.ſhe conſtantly ſup- 
plyed him, and it was a thing very uſual 
with him, when he had Joſt all his Mo- 
'neys at Gaming, to ſend his Servant to 
her for fifty or threeſcore pounds at a 
time, but this happy condition did not 
long continue, for at the end of nine 
Months ſhe dyed in Childbed. Tt now 
began to trouble him for playing the man 
ſo well, Fnce what he deligned for his 
happineſs proved ſuch a misfortune to 
him, but the Child is yet a live, a delt- 
cate brave Boy, and exaCtly Mr. Bedloes 
picture. 

I have been longer than ordinary rela- 
ting this adventure, 1t being the ff he 
ever made of this nature, and indeed the 
foundation of all his Extravagancies. But 
I had almoſt forgot to ler the Reader 
know, that the Lady I have mentioned 
being of the Church of Rome, had, with 
the aſſiſtance of the beforeſaid Jeſuits, 


made him a thorow pac'd Roman _ : 
Ic 
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lick. By this time he had ſhaken off thoſe 
ſtrit chains which confined his'wild paſ- 
ſions, and now he runs through the va- 
rious turnings and Meazders of . Vice, 
« whilſt the Jeſuits lead the -way in the 
Helliſh Career. And when his ..Con{ci- 
ence happen'd to.get a ſtrain in the extra- 
vagant motion, they had rare Salves, and 
infallible Remedies at hand. They de- 
Ieded him with the aſſurance, that the 
greateſt Cheats and wickedneſs he could 
commit againſt Hereticks, were not .on- 
ly juſt, but meritorious too. Thus 
principled, he degenerated in moſt _ ex- 
travagant lewd principles, having deſigns 
en all that came into his company. The 
Engliſh Rogue was his conſtant Compani- 
on and Guide, to which Book I reſer the 
Reader for great part of his Life. I had 
quite finiſht this Treatiſe ere I ever faw 
that Book, but not long after, meeting 
with it by chance, and — IN 1t Ma- 
ny adventures which were much the ſame 
with many that I had written of Mr.Bed- 
toe, T again raced out that part of it, to a- 
void being ſuperfluous, and what I have 
here writ of him, I believe to be his own 
Originals. 
So Paul hanſelf joyn'd with the wer ſer ſac, 
"Till beat*n miraculouſly tarn'd the tide. 
So the ſame Drug I bave with wonder ſeen 
Pree both 4 Poyſon, and a Medicine. CHAP. 
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CMASE.. 

How he wheadled a Taylor, and cheated 
a Gentleman of a go!d Watch, and his 
Amorous intrigue with a Gentlewoman 


in Weſtminfter-Gare-Honfe: -- 


bt 


Eing now apprehenſive of much 
danger from his numerous cheats 
(many of which for the aforementioned 
reaſon I have omitted ) and having, ran 
deeply in his Landlords books, he took 
new Lodgings ata Barbers Houſe in Hot. 
bors, where he contrived his cloaths to. 
be privatly conveyed. But the ſame Mot- 
ning he went away,I will tell you how he 
cheated a. Taylor of a rich Suit to the ya- 
lue of Thirty Pounds. 

Mr.Bealoe had lay*'d on the Table in his 
chamber a large purſe of money, which 
the Taylor having eyed did not doubt but 
It was deſigned to pay him withil, and © 
therefore without any Scruple ſuttered 
him to try on tlie Suit, which when he 
had done, perceiving his Garters to bc 
wanting, he ſcemed much concerned,ask- 
ng if it wa'nt the faſhion to wearGarters. 
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' lick; By this tine he had ſhaken-off thoſe 
ftri chains which confined his'wild paſ- 
ſions, and now' he:runs through the va- 
rious turnings and Mearders of : Vice, 
+ whilſt the Jeſuits lead the -way in the 
Helliſh Career. And when his .-Conlci- 
ence happen'd to:get a ſtrain in. the extra- 
'V motion, they had rare Salves, and 
infallible Remedies at hand. - They de- 
leded him with: the aſſurance, that the 
; *preateſt Cheats and wickedneſs he could 
commit againſt Hereticks, were-not .on- 
Ty' juſt, but meritorious too.” Thus 
principled, he degenerated in moſt, ex- 
travagant lewd Ava Hp having deſigns 
on all that came into his company. . The 
* Bngliſh Rogue was his conſtant Compani- 
"enand Guide, to which Book I refer the 
' Reader for great part of his Life. I had 
” -quite finiſht this Treatiſe ere I ever ſaw 
that Book, but not long after, meeting 
with it by chance, and reading in it ma- 
*ny adventures which were much the ſame 
with many that Thad written-of Mr.Begd- 
| oe, Tagain racedout that part of it, to a- 
- , void being ſuperfluous, and what I have 
- +herewrit of him, I believe to be his own 
Originals. 
So Paul himſelf joyn*d with the wer ſer ſie, 
"Till beav*n miraculouſly tarrd the tide. 


© So the ſame Drug Ihave with wonder feen 
Prove both a Poyſon, and a Medicine. CHAP. 
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JORETEY: 
How he wheadled a Taylor, and cheated 
a Gentleman of a gold Watch, and his 
Amorons intrigue with-a Gentlewoman 
in Weſtminſter-Gare-Houſe: 


Eing now apprehenſive of much 

| \ danger from his numerous cheats 

_ . (many of which for the aforementioned 

reaſon 1 have omitted) and having, ran 
deeply in his Landlords books, he: took 
new Lodgings ata Barbers Houſe in Hot. 
bors, where he contrived his cloaths to 
be privatly conveyed. But the ſame Mot- 
ning he went away,l will tell you how he 
Cheated a, Taylor of a rich Suit to the va: - 
le of Thirty Pounds. +. .- + - 

Mr. Bedloe had lay'd,on the Table in his 

chamber a large purſe of money, which 

+ the Taylor having eyed did-not doubt but 

It was deſigned to pay him withal, and > 

therefore. without any .Seruple ſutfered 

him to try. on the Suit, which when. lie 

had done, perceiving his Garters ito Þe 

wanting, ' he ſcemed much concerned; 

0g if it wa'at the faſhion t9 wearGarer®, 
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The Taylor ſcratching his head and ſtam- 
ping, blamed his treacherous memory 
that he had forgot them behind him, and 
deſiring his Patience, ſaid, he would go 
home and return with them immediately. 
In the mean time my Gentleman ſtrait 
took Coach ; and when the Taylor came 
back and perceived himſelf ſo cheated , 
he fell into ſuch an extravagant raging fit 
that he tore, his hair and cloaths, and as 
I have heard, would have hanged himſelf 
with the Garters, had he not been preven- 
ted by a young Lad of the Neighborhood, 
who hapned to overſee him. The report 
of this, gave occaſion to I know not what 

Rhimer to {cribble this following Taunt. 


Prethee tell me, Jack Taylor, where aduce 
were thy brains, 


That v0 part with thy Cloaths, thou took'ſt 


oy reat pains ? 
Tow left them perhaps with your Garters 


behind, | 
And to bring them together you fully de- 
fign'd : | 
But at your return you found *twas your fate, 
That you came with both of them when "twas 
to0 late. 
Thes tell me, Jack, what you had be -/t to do. : 
| Well! berauſe I love you, Ple let you —_ 
hat 
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That you may for the future prevent further 
pains, | 
Take the Garters and hang up ſuch looſe 
Shatterd Brains. | 


Now Mr. Bealoe, according to his ap- 
pointment, came to his new Loggings; 
whete by reaſon of his Geptile Carriage, 
and Rich Accouterment, he was taken to 
be a Perſon of ſome great Quality. The 
Next Morning his Landlord, as he was 
Trimming him, ſome wagiſh Diſcourſe 
concerning Women ariſing, told Inm he 
had lately ſeen the fineſt woman he be-- 
leived in Exgland, one all over Charmes, 
and every way unworthy the Misfortune 
to which the Fates have Condemned her. 
With a little perſwaſion he Diſcovered, 
that ſhe wasa cloſe Priſoner in Weſtmin- 

ſter-Gate-Houfe, there ſecured for a ſmall 
Debt ſhe owed an old Uſurer ; and added 
that it would be a piece of great generoſi- 
ty, and worth the expence too, tor ſome 
Young Gentleman to redeem her out of 
that cruel Bondage. To this Mr. Bed/oe 
made no reply, but with himſelf reſolv'd 
to give her a viſit, as ſoon as he had ma- 
nag'd the Intrigue he had in. hand; whic 
was as followerh. _ ſt 
Having Provided a Braſs Guilded To- 
"8 bacco 
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bacco Box ( made exaCtly.like a Golden 
one, he had obſerv'd a certain Lord to car- 
ry about him) ſo haſtens to a Coftee- 
Houle, where according to his with he 
meets with the ſaid Lord having his Box 
before him. Atter a ſhort Inſinuating Di- 
ſcourſe, he deſired leave of the Lord to 
fill his out of that Golden Box, which 
after he had done, he rook occaſion to con- 
vey the Golden Box in Iis Pocket, 
and in the place of it reſtored the Guild- 
ed one. After he had taken abvut 
halfe a Pipe, but with much difficulty, 
not being accuſtomed to ſmoak, he went 
away undiſcoverd with this conſiderable 
Booty. . | 
When he had play'd this bold cheat, he 
went very naturally of his own accord 
where he deſerv*'d to be ſent) tothe Pri- 
en, and deſir*'d to ſpeaka word or two 
with Mrs. S»/anna (for ſothe Young Wo- 
man was called which the Barber ſomuch 
commended to him ) when firſt ſhe came 
near his Preſence, with the admiration of 
her excellent Beauty he grew almoſt 
Speechleſs. Her dying rowling eyes were 
much blacker than Sloes, her face. was 
plump and round, in het Cheeks had Na- 
ture planted thoſe two Beauteous Flow- 


ers the Roſe and Lily, which there con- 


tended 


I bn Sir 3 44. a 1 OTIS. OT PETE TIS 
S., ay ”— 44 G —_—— 4 pA. hs | oP R4- n p = $6" Ph : ; * 
et i EI ER an EE] TIS 445-4 y." CY . a 4 
> 7 x 4 4 4 
4 =” o pain. bY 5. 6 ay * 
” —_ > 
c 1 ky - 
” . . ; 
3 


tended for Victory. Her plump ſwelling 
Breſts, where Cnp:d lay in ambuſh, were 
a Hillock cover*d with Snow, onely far 
more white, and in ſhort, there was not 
any part of her but what was admirable 
even to Amazement. ES, 
When he had RecolleQed himſelf, he 
took her by the hand and ſaluted her cher- 
ry Lips, to which he clings as cloſe as a 
ry Seal to the ſofteſt wax. He told her 
he was brought thither by the grear cha- 
rater he had heard of her Incomparable 
Forme, which {ure the Gods never de- 
lign'd ſhould be cloiſter'd berween thoſe 
Dark Walls. He askt her by what ſiniſter 
chance ſhe was brought to that unwor- 
thy place, and afſur'd her if an hundred 
Pounds, or a greater ſum, would Redeem 
her, he had it at her ſervice. Witha {mi- 
ling modeſty ſhe anſwer*d him, that ſhe 
knew nothing in her that could perſwade 
her to believe ſuch promiſes could poſſi- 
bly be real ; that ſhe was a miſerable Mai- 
den, who hadever been the ſport of ever 
Cruel Fate. And that though the fourth 
part of 100 Pounds would diſcharge 
all her Debts, yet from her own Relations 
ſhe could not. hope ſo much ; eſpecially , 
from one who was altogether a-ftranger 
to her. Then ſhe entered into & Tedtous 
MY: D 3 Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe of her Kindred and their miſ- 
| fortunes ; what chance brought her to 
London, how ſhe ſpent her time there,and 
ſeveral other Paſſages ſhe Diſcovered, 
which the brevity I deſign, ' denies me 
leave to Tranſcribe. At laſt he took her 
into his Arms, aſſuring her with a thou- 
{and Vows that he was ſificere. And ha- 
ving mutually agreed on an amorous bar- 
gain, he took his leave of her that night, 
promiſing her faithfully to bring Moneys 
the next Morning for her Redemption. 

* But when the Morning was come, 1n- 
ſtead of viſiting the Impriſon'd Lady, he 
was put to the neceſſity of ſending for 
a Phyſitian, having taken a ſurfeit the 
night before by Eating of ſtale Lobſters. 
ButSix days after, when he had indiffe- 
rently well Recovered his Health, he 
went furniſht with Moneys to her to per- 
form what he had before promiſed. He 
waited about half an hour ere hecould 
obtain the ſight of her, for ſhe ſo much 
Reſented his being worſe then his word, 
that ſhe Reſoly'd not to come near him. 
He uncerſtanding this, grew ten times 
Eagerer, and at laſt - wk. it convenient 
togivea {mall Fee to the Under-Goaler, 
who not without ſomeDifficulty brought 
her into his Company, Atthe fight of her 
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he immediately grew hike one that was 
Thunder-ſtruck, or as if he had lookt up- 
on a Gorgons Head. By the features of 
her Face, and turn of her Body, he knew 
her to be the fair Suſanpa, but her Attire. 
and Garbe ( before very ordinary ) did 
now appear ſo rich and coſtly, that he 
began to imagine that he had met with 
another Germaz Princeſs. Her Gown was 
 Crimzon Satcig, Interwoven with various ' 
| Flowers of Gold and Silver, having a Bo- 
dice to it more richly Embroidered. Nor 
was the Attire of her Head, and the reſt 
of her Cloaths, leſs Pompous and Rich. 
He told her he was not a little overjoyed 
to ſee the caſe ſo much altered with her, 
and that he hop'd ſhe would beno longer 
cloiſter*d in that pitchy cell, whoſe Beauty 
deſerv*d to ſkine in ſome Princes Palace; 
then he approacht to Salute her,which ſhe 
{corpfully refusd,by turning herſelf from 
him ; but he taking her by the hand, with 
ſuch convincing Arguments made his A- 
pology for his Delay, and declared his 
Paſſion for her with ſuch happyRhetorick 
that ſhe ſtrait acknowledged herſelf nor 
onely Reconciled to him, but likewile to 
be extreamly ſmitten by his Perfon. Then 
they fell into a hot fit of Kiſſing, and con- - 
tinued Languiſhing in each others Arms,. 
""D4 Fo 
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till having abated each others heat,he had 
leaſure to hear and The to Relate this fol. 
lowing Diſccurſe. Had you given me to 
uaderitand ( faid ſhe) by Letter, or any 
other meags, the reaſon of your abſence, 
no man living ſhould have tempted me to 
break that promiſe I firſt of all made to 
you. But thinking you had utterly caſt 
me ont of your Remembrance, I confeſs 
I have Enter tain'd a Rich Young Mer- 
chant of the City, on the {ame Conditi- 
ons you firſt of all offered me. It was he 
Furniſhed me with theſe Cloaths you lee, 
he has paid all my Debts an4 promiſed 
to be here this Afternoon w1itn !'oney to 
Diſcharge my Fees and Quarters; I do 
own he 15 a Perſon I have not the leaſt 
kindneſs for, being more deformed than 
ever I ſaw a Moniter, nor could any thing 
but meer neceſſity have compelled me to 
ſach x7 Bargain, Then, Madam, Replyed 
Mr. Bedloe, let us contrive our bufineſ$ 
to the beſt as rag Give me leave to 
free you from this Diſmal place before he 
Returns to claim your promiſe, So may 
- ,>you gratis enjoy the benefit of his Boun- 
3 > After a tedions DZiſtourſe,and a thou- 
fand fair promiles, he preyailed with her 
fn give the '{ham to her abſent Gallant, 
Ind having diſcharg'd her quarters, which 
$690d ; ot M44 of og RS Et came 
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'came to about Nine Pounds, he brought 
her to a Private Lodging in Drury-Laxe, 
where he lay three Nights with her, and 
Treated her very nobly. But being then 
called away by ſome other Intrigue he 
had then in hand, he deſired her to excuſe 
his Abſence for three or tour days: but 
&er he went with her away, he called for 
a Piece of Paper, and almoſt Extempory 
writ theſe following Verſes. Which he 
ſcaled up,and deſired a Servant to deliver 
the Merchant at his Return. 


Slow Merchant ' ſince thou mas # ſo long. © 

#8 Hay, 

Thy Ship has hoiſt up Sails and gon her way, 

No morg of Fate, the Merchants Goadeſs, 
oaſt”; 

Far all 5-44 ventera*# in that Bottoms loſt, 

Tet though (be never will Return 4741N, 

Blame not her Stars, but of thy own complain, 

She ſafe will in lom? Frie »4y Harbour ſtand, 

Whilſt thow'rt more ſadly Shipwractd here 

on land, 
Nay, to Defend her from the leaſt of Harms, 
This night ſhell lie at anchor in my arms. 


Mr. Bedloe and his Miſtris were not gon 
above. halfe an hour, byt in came the | 
Young Merchant brim full of expectation, 

TOP. © bro ere 
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ere he had time toenquire for Miſtriſs Sy. 
[anna the ſaid Letter was delivered to him, 
which when he read, he broak out into 
ſuch a raging Madneſs, as if he had been 
Poſſeſt with a whole Legion of Furies. 
The Goaler finding him {ſo to continue, 
ſent for a Phylitian, who ordered a Vein 
to be breathed, and his head to be ſhaved, 
and kept him there a T welve Moneth un- 
der his hands, ere he brought him to his 
right mind. 

When Mr. B«4/oe had finiſht the buſti- 
neſs he went about, with what haſte he 
could he returned to her Lodgings, where 
he eſpied before the Door a large guilded 
Coach, with fix Flanders Mares, which 
by the Liveries he knew to belong to the 

paniſh Embaſſador,he immediately under- 

Rood that he was in private with his Mi- 
 ftriſs; and walking in the next Roome to 
them, full of jealouſy and Paſſion,ſhe came 
and took him aſide, and beged him not to 
take it 11] that ſhe had entertained that 
Gentleman, ſhe told him that he was no 
leſs Perſon then the Spaniſh Embaſſador, 
who, as ſhe was walking in Saint Fameſ*s 
Park, againſt her will Intruded 1nto her 
Company, and at laſt forc't the Comple- 
ment on her of bringing her home to her 
Lodgings, nor did it at all Repent her of 
| any 


*$ . "P WS Et LS av Ny = £2.) To 
| ap LAS F% G2 - 7 - ret ESR Sao 
PE FIRST, 5 Q bad Ad. A 44 ahued 4 Tax9 "I , FT.” * 3; by . "x. { ; I. > 0 ; 
Foy” ; *%. 4-44 KY "8 | : 4 
4 » «” 1 « = . Y 
£ 
0 p. | o . - 4 $ 
) 
4 


any kindneſs ſhe had ſhewn him, it ha- 
ving already procured her a conſiderable 
reward, and fair promiſes of greater : 
Then taking out of her Pocket a delicate 
Bugle purſe with forty Facobas's 1n it, 
ſhe counted to him twenty of them, and 
aſſured him, that theſe new amours 
ſhould not any thing leffen, but rather 
encreaſe her favours rowards him ; that 
ſhe was promiſed a ſettlement of five 
hundred pounds.a year, of which he 
might expe to ſhare ; that he ſhould 
uſe. the ſame manner of freedom with 
her as formerly, and lodge in the ſame 
houſe with her ; and to prevent all jea- 
louſie, ſhe defired him to call her Siſter. 
Mr. Bedloe having returned her his thanks, 
declared himſelt to be extreamly fatisfi- 
ed for the good fortune he had. met with. 
all. Not long after, but under the noti- 
on of a Brother, ſhe made him acquaint- 
ed with the ſaid Ambaſſador, who much 
delighted in his Company, and gave him 
a promiſe of any favours that lay in his 
power. 

This Ambaſſador had not been ac- 
quainted with her above half a year (in 
wich time he preſented her with many 
rich preſents) but he was called for home 

by thus Moſt Catholick Maſter : but _ 


44 TheLIFE and DEATH 

this young Lady he had fo ſettled his af- 
feCtions, that he brought her alang with 
him, who parted with Mr. Bed/ve not 
without ſighs and texrs ; and having 
given him a preſent of fifty Garnres, ſhe 
promiſed to continue him always 1n her 
remembrance, which ſlie — Per- 
formed as long as ſhe lived (which was 
no more then a Twelve-month after her 
departure) by ſending Letrers to him, 
and Preſents at every opportunity, A- 
mongſt the reſt of his Papers I met with 
this Letter, of which I will here give you 
a Copy. 


My deareſt Bedloe ! 
Lthough I am here incircled with all . 
the grandure, with all the wealth and 
greatneſs a Womans heart can covet, and 
without any Rival too I enjoy my Lords 
Embraces, yet by the thoughts of your ab- 
ſence are all my enjoyments imbitter'd, and 
wy moſt- exalted raptures rendered flat and 
languid. But I live on the hopes, that it 
will not be long ere we meet again, for my 
Lords Secretary us in likelihood of being 
ſuddenly Marryed, in whoſe place, if you 
will accept of it, I am promiſed you 
ſweceed. Then undey the notion of my Bro- 
ther, you may anfuſpected enjoy your aye 
; ree- 


freedom with me, and I ſhall reckon my ſelf 
the moſt ſatisfied, happieſt Woman in the 
world, I have [cnt you by this Bearer an 
hundred Crowns, which I hope with this Let- 
ter will come ſafe to your hands , and at the 


firſt opportunity that offer s it ſelf, you ſhall 


be ſure to hear farther from your moſt faith= 


ful aſſured friend _ Ip $a x 


Suſanna. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Flow he cheated an Alderman of an huy- 
dred pounds. How with the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Feſuits, he cheated a Do- 
for of two hnndree pounds. 


Fter theſe Adventures I have related 

to you, he lived for ſometime on 
the ſquare, but when he perceived his 
purſe to decline to a very low Ebb, he 
{et his wits a working again how to re- 
cruit it. One afternoon as he was walk. 
ing through Cheapſide, with his head full 
of thought, at the S«n-T aver» Door he 
met with ati old Alderman, whom he 
had often ſeen before; and knew to be 
a rich Uſurer. He entred the T avery, 
having ſaluted him on the way, and at 
the Bar enquired for a Gentlemian he be- 
fore knew could not poſſibly he there ; 
when the Drawer returned him anſwer 
thatthere was not any ſuch man in the 
Houſe, he came very complementally to 
the Alderman, and ſaid, he would b® 


vlad to drink a Glaſs of Wine with _ | 
| The 


Ei WILL. PEDL9E. as © 
The "Alderman reply*d, - That he would - * 
with all his heart ; for ſaid he, TI wait 
for a friend as well as your ſelf, who has 
not been punCtual to the time appointed. 
They had ſcarce enter'd a room, but the 
Aldirman's Friend came after *em, who 
fate down and was very jolly for about 
half an hour , Mr.. Bedloe entertaining 
*m with pleafant merry Diſcourſe. Ha 
ving in this time inſinuated himſelfinto 
their good opinion of him, he took our 
his own Watch, which, he ſaid, went 
too flow, and defir'd the favour of the 
Alderman to let him know what time of 
the day it was by his, the Alderman on 
this produc'd a large Gold Watch, which 
without fear of any deſign, he deliver- 
ed to Mr. Bed/oe's hands, who having 
praigd the faſhion of it, and the ingent- 
ous workmanſhip, deſired to know for 
how much Money it was bought, and at 
whate rate he a they it. The Alderman 
| reply'd, that it ſtood him in fifty Guy» 
_ es, atwhich Mr. Bedloe, laying down fo 
much Gold, and his own Watch before 
him, deſfir'd the favour of him to ſpare 

his Watch for about half an hour on that 
ſecurity ; for, ſaid he, my Watch-maker 
lFes no farther than- in the next ſtreet, 
to whom I would willingly give a fight, 


of this, that he might make me another 
exally like it ; with all my heart, reply'd 
the ES to do you a kindneſs. Mr. 
* Bealoe now having the Watch 1n his poſl- 
ſeſſion, lookr out of the window, and told 
the Alderman, that the weathcr was 
ſomething foul, and that the lend of his 
Coach would be a great kindneſs to him. 
The Alderman having drank himſelf to 
an extraordinary kind humour, very rea- 
dily granted it, and calling for his Coach- 


man, commanded him to þs at the Gen- 


tlemans Service. When he was ſeated 
in the Coach, he ordered the man to 
drive him to his Maſters Houſe, where 
when he alighted, he preſently met with 
the Lady of the Houſe. Underſtanding 
who ſhe was, he told her that he came 


from the Alderman her Husband, with 


Orders t9 receive of her an hundred 
pounds, when he had ſhewn her the 
Watch, and ſhe underſtood that he came 
thither in her Husbands Coach, without 
the leaſt ſcruple ſhe counted him the mo- 
ney he demanded; which when he had 
receiv'd, heobſerv'd by her great earneſt- 
nels to have him ſtay longer, and by her 
wanton looks and looſe carriage, that ſhe 
was a very amorous Gentlewoman, and 


had a months mind to do him a or 
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. two Jeſuits I aeSieredry their - 
buſineſs was to give each other an ac-' 


-count'of their paſt adventures, and la 
new platforms tor future ones. Tho 
they acknowledg'd his invention to 


eerp prolifick, and ''that he was 
ortunate in the conduQt and 


ent of at intrigue, yer they 


ning 


riority - "for he onl (Rugs 
of their Moneys, theſe both of of their 

neysand their Souls too.  werethe' 
ue and ttue ſworn Sons of St. Omers, 


ever dream'd of. You might one while 
have ſeen %em working on a Taylors 
Stall, another time in a Shoe-makers 
Shop, that amongſt _ ſorts of yr 


,, Ir 
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no means allow him ed ſupe- 


Mars or lang' underſtood” all the vari- | 


mes of Trap , 'and to puron 
= different forms hs Proteus of old , 
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fred pounds lying in a certain Gold. 
ſmith*s hand of the City, reſolv*d on this 
following method to make themſelves 
Maſters of it. Mr. Bedloe having dreſt 
himſelf in the Garb of a Serving-man, 
came about midnight, knocking very ve- 
Cy at the Dofor's Houle, who at 
| thattimehap'ning to be up a preparing 
ſome Medicines 7 came himſelf = the 
Door, and demanded the buſineſs. 
Bedloe anſwered, that he belonged. to 
one Sir Fames Samborn, whoſe Lady, he 
Jaid, was ſuddenly taken with vehement 
{wouning fits, and that his Maſter, ha- 
ving lately receiv'd great beneft by ta- 
king of his Pills, and hearing of what 
wonderful Cures he had 1n leveral pla- 
ces perforny'd, deſired his affiftance for 
his Lady with all poſhble freed. He 
farther added, that he hoped neither the 
unſeaſonableneſs of the time, nor the far- 
neſs of the way (naming the place where 
he pretended the Lady liv'd) would hir- 
der him from performing {ſo good an Ot- 
fice; and as for the reward, he afur'd 
him, it ſhould be extraordinary, and be- 
yond his expeRation. Ft 
The Door anſwer'd, That no time 
could be unſeaſonable wherein to do any 


good Office, eſpecially ſuch a on? wy vs 
| E 2 + 
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' bglong'd to his Profeſſion, but his great- 
eſt fear was that a Coath could not be 
procur'd at that time of night. But Mr. | 
Bedloe eaſily remov*d this icruplke, by let- 
ting him know, tlfat at his Door, his La- - | 
daics Sedan lay img « for him. Then ; 
having enquir'd more ſtrictly concerning 
the fu role Ladies Diſtemper, and ha- 
ving furniſhed himſelf with Medicines 
accordingly, he {cated himſelf jn the Se- 
dan, overjoy'd with the expettation of 
a good weighty Fee ; but it ag 11m that 
11s two Beargrs were the two dangerous 
Jeſuits, who carry'd him to the place 
they. before agreed on amongſt "Hg 
ſelves, When they had conducted him 
up a dark pair of Stairs, they immediate- 
ly gag'd him, and then told him, thar 
though indeed they knew of no Lady that 
wanted his aſhſtance, yet that they three 
did extrcamly long for the two hundred 
pounds of his, which lay in ſuch a Gold- 
hrs p2ſhon, of which longing, if he 
would Cure. *em, inftead of a Fee he 
ſhould have his liberty, or clſe they bid 
im prepare for a Journey to the Eli2744 
F:e!ds, . By is mighty ſtrugling he in- 
. timated his great averſneſs to ſuch a pro- 
pola, but Father Harman having in one 
Le IS MEE d long ſharp-polnted _ 
an 
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and in the other Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
cmEngy] unleſs he would write im: 

gliately 4 Letter with ſuch circumſtan+ 
ces to the Goldimith, that would upon 
- ſight procure %em the ſaid Moneys, that 

Engine ſhould reach to the bottom of 
tis heart. The Dor at laſt perceiving 
the neceſſity, after he had ſcratched his 
head, and fetch'd a deep grievous 
ſigh, took the pen and writ this follow- 
Ing Epiſtle. 


Worthy Sir, 

Fle two hundred pounds of mine which 

lies dormant in your hands, I 4o au- 
thorize you to ſurrender f0 this heroick 
Bearer, John Stanhop Eſq; he is a perſon 
of ſuch a purify'd and calcin'd reputation, 
wahat his igdrvidual obligation will be ſect - 
rity ſufficiently anthentick, which I ow 
rogate you to acept of, and retain the Bond 
- = cuftody *trill our next interview, 
Koo fie all and fog your many fa- 

VOurs tO me, you be ſure to be reden- . 
tigrated by the moſt devoted of your ſer: 


ants. 


Poſtſcript. 
Fle Diaphoretick  Medicament I pro- 


miſed fo ſend your Spouſe Jy _ 
E 3 
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mitigation of the nofturnal dolours in her 
ſiniſter ſide, TI could not ſend according to 
my promiſe, by re2afſon of 4 late fratture 
which hapned in my Elimbick, but ſome time 
to morrow ſhe ſhall be yore to have it, with 


ſome Emplaſtrums, 


er Caries, Cardoges, 
and Acrocardones. 


Mr. Bedl-oe, attended by Father John- 
ſon, carry'd this Letter to the Goldſmith ; 
who had no ſooner perus'd it, but by the 
writing and fecal, he knew it to come 
from the Doftor, and ſo withour any 
doubting, or heſitation , deliver'd the 
Money, according to the contents of the 
Letter he received. When they had ſe- 
cur'd this Money, about Midnight they 
carry'd the Doctor into L:incolns-I1nn- 
Fields, where bound and gag'd they left 
him to the mercy of the weather. The 
Watch not long after came by, and un- 
ty'd him. . But to make any flrie ſearch 
| after theſe offenders,” they knew it was 
in vain, who were by that time ſecurely 
hous'd, and dividing the ſpoil. 

In Lonaox there are a multitude of 
idle Perſons, who having little to do, 
make uſe of every occaſion to ſhew, as 
they think it, their wit; one of which, 
I ſuppoſe, ſcribbled theſe Dogrell "_ 

ef 


Ore of Capi. WILL. BED a | 


Let not this late miſhap, DoQor, break 

. . thy heart / 

"Tis but reaſon all Trades ſhonld pradtiſe 
their Art. 

Blame not Cheats, which your ſelf, you 
know, uſe evry day, | 

Altho* more legally, perhaps; than they. 

Theſe Sparks lo deſire bur our Moneys, 

' & fe; US 

WWh:iljt you pick our Pinrſes, and- Mur- 
ther us too. | 

Nay you have procured a Licenſe to kill 

And ſpread through the Rjinedom your 

wick-ſulver Pill, 

Which ſeal U up in delicate twelve-penny 
Boxes LE 

For Dropſies, Siatica's, Gout, Claps and 


 Poxes, 


Have Cram'd cur Church-yaids ſo full 

ery where, BE : 

That pobr folks can haraly get any room 
there; | 

But whats this, yog'! ſay, t» the two 

\ hunared pound? 

Welt, I fay this ; If the Rrgues can te 

ound; h | 

And if you td {21 *©m the wor (f of all ills, 

Let each take a lar ge Deſe of your Friena- 

ly3 Pills: 
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Of bis intrigues with his Landlady, a Cut- 
ers Wife in Fleeſtreet. And how 
under the notion of Ambaſſadors Stew- 
ard, be impoſed on an Upholſterer. 


R, Bedlove now well fraighted with 
Moneys, and al other neceſſaries, 

e return'd to his Lodgings (I don't 
mean to the Barbers I before ſpoke of, 
for {ince that time he chang'd his Lodg- 
ings above a dozen times) but to a Ct- 
ter's in Fleet-ſtreet, whoſe Wite was 4 
comely por og Woman. With 
continual courtſhip, very coſtly treats, 
and apromile of beftowing on her fifty 
Gurnnies, he ſtrove to tempt her to' a 
debauch, which ſhe for a while reſiſted, 
with a firm conſtancy, but tyr'd at laſt 
with the frequency of his importunities, 
ſhe made a diſcovery to her Husband of 
the whole concern, who being a moſt 
wretched covetous Fellow, owt of lucre 
to the fifty Guiznies, adviſed her to ſeem 
to approve of the propoſal, and the bet- 
| ter 
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ter to carry ot the deſign, he told her 
that he would pretend to take a journe 
into the Country, but would indeed wit 
another friend lurk privately underneath 
the bed, and that when he had deliver'd 
her the G«i»nzes, and juft ready toenjoy, 
they would on a ſudden break out of the 
Ambuſh, and not only ſecure the afore- 
faid Moneys, but likewiſe force him to 
whatever compoſition they pleas'd. She 
conſenting to this Stratagem, he ſent for 
one of his next Neighbors, whom he made 
rivy to the whole concern, and givin 
him a Bill under his hand of five pounds 
for his aſſiſtance ; they both convey'd 
themſelves,arm'd with good Cudgels,un- 
der the Bed. Not long after, Mr. Bedloe 
enter*d ufhering in his Landlady, and 
having bolted the Door, full of luſt and 
paſſion, he ſoon threw her on the Bed, 
where he kiſs'd and embrac'd her, laying 
one hand between her Breaſts, whillt 
with the other he endeavour'd to take up 
her Cloaths, which ſhe held by force, 
and proteſted he ſhould not meddle with 
her, till he had perform'd his promile. 
He ſoon perceiving what ſhe meant, de- 
liver'd to her a Purſe with fifty Guinnies 
init ; Now going to enjoy her, he per- 
ceiv'd the af 7 of lome one _ 
the 
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the Bed,at which being much ſurpriz'd,he 
drew his Sword and Piſtol, and lay'd *em! 
on the Bed by him. She asking him a. 
loud; what he deſign'd by thole Arms, 
he ſaid, they were to defend himſelf 
from any that would dare to interrupt 
thoſe pleaſures he was about to reap; that 
he wasno Cully tobe trapan'd or wheed- 
ied by any one, and he would ſooner 
loſe his life than be diſappointed of thoſe 
pleaſures which he had ſo dearly pur- 
chas'd, and before hafid paid for. The 
timerous Cuckold her Husband, by ſuch 
harſh expreſſions almoſt thrown 1nto a 
ſwoun, held his Neighbour faſt by the 
arm, who ſtrove to come to her reſcue. 
And he continu'd in that fearful poſture, 
*ill ſhe at laſt no longer able, between 
fear and luſt, to reſiſt his inticements, 
ſeem'd to take equal pleaſure in their re- 
ted Cateſſes Now having plentiful - 
y fatisfy'd himſelf for that preſent time, 
he convey'd his hand into her pocker, and 
took out the Gold he had befare given 
her, with which he went of without 
any reſiſtance. Upon this there hapned 
ſuch a difference between the Husband 
and Wife, which will never be forgot ; 
but the pleaſanteſt humour was between 
+ Her Husband and his Neighbour that lay 
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under the bed with him, for herefuſing 
to pay the five pound Bill, was queiti- 
oned for it by Law, which proceeding to 
a Tryal, made no ſmall ſport in the 
Court, where every paſſage was diſco- 
ver'd. I have heard an humour ſome- 
what like this of an Oxford Baker, and 
for what I know it may be true of both, 
it being 1mpoſlible for the moſt fertile in- 
vention to find out any thing that 1s al- 
fogether new ; but I am very confident. 
it is moſt true of Mr. Bed/oe, I having 
had it from under his own hand, with 
this following, diſcant. 


Of all the Cuckolds famous London bred, 

None took ſuch pains, whilift his dear 
horns were made , 

Sweating and toilins under th conſcious 


Bed. 


Knoving his W. ife too heavy limn'd was 
 $70PB, | | | 
With lab "ring back he heav'd her up and 
down | 
An Art to lexrned Whetſtone yet un- 
Enowp. 


To 


Go The LIFE and DEATH 
To this old Seignior Spur muſt yield the 


day 
And all therbetorick Mounſieur Rod ca 
ay, Ne 


Th # a newer and an eafier way. 


Not long after this, having by chance 
read in the Gazetr, that the Emperour of 
Germany was to ſend over an Embaſſador 
to the King of Great Britain, he, whoſe 
inventions was ever buſie and able from 
the leaſt circumſtance to raiſe matter for 
the greateſt cheat, reſo]v'd to perſonate 

the Steward of that Embaſfadour, and 
to pretend himſelf ſent before to provide 
conveniencies againſt his Maſters com- 
ing ; firſt of all he concluded it beſt to 
ſeek out Lodgings, which were yet un- 
furniſhed, which when. he had done 
and gave earneſt for ſo much a year, he 
askt his Landlord 1t he could adviſe him 
to an honeſt Upholſterer that could fur- 
niſh him with goods fit for the repreſen- 


tative of ſuch a Mighty Prince ; the Gen- 


tleman ſaid, that in the next Street there 
liv'd an acquaintance of his, who would 
furniſh him to his wiſh ; and being over- 
joy'd with the opportunity (as he ap- 
{mn of obliging his friend, by 
Delping. him to ſuch a Cuſtomer, con- 
| my ducted 
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dufted him with all haſte to the Uphol- 


Nerers Shop, who being inform 
what great perſon he belong'd, and on 
promiſe of being a fuller Cuſtomer, ſoon 
ſtruck up a bargain for eightſcore 
pounds worth of Goods. There were 
rich flower'd Curtains, Silken Rugs, Ar- 
ras Harigings, and other rich Furniture, 
Mr. Bealoe afſur'd him, that the day fol- 
lowing he did expect his Maſter, wheres 
fore he ought not to fail to ſet all things 
in readineſs that Evening. 
out ſome Papers, which he pretended 
were Bills for ſeveral thouſand pounds 
he was going to recetve, told his Land- 
lord that to' his care he leit the manage- 
ment of that aftair, who, together with 
the Upholiterer did engage that every 
thing ſhould be pertorm'd according, to 
In the dusk c& the Evening 
he return'd to the aforciaid Lodgings, 
where according to promiſe all the Goods 
were brought ; all which, (the man of 
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the concern of {o great a loſs, and with 
the diſcourſe of People,who in ſuch a caſe 
are more apt to {coff and jecr, than real- 
ly to pitty a man's misfortune, he almot 
ran diſtracted ; but above all he was con- 
cerned at this ſcurvy Libel, which ri. 
{ing one morning, early to open his Shop, 
he found paſted on hs door, for which 
he had in ſuſpition a wagguh *Prentice 
that liv'd near him. 


Reader, | 

Tf you would know what ties interred bere, 

PT is tl Credit of a crackt Upholſterer, 

A thing to Hangines and ſuch trumpry 
tya, 

With them it liz'd, and with ther too it 
ay d. 

Wonder not then it left this World [0 
young, . 

Haring lin?d too ſwiftly to continue long. 

From too much health it's ſickn ſs; firſt 
ws bred, | 

And dy'd becauſe it could not keep its bed. 

And now alas, m9 one knows where *tis 

opt, 
Nor can it hope a Reſurredtion. 


Unhappy Man ! I thy hard fate condole, 
A T radeſ-man's Credit Ping his life and 
foul, With 
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With it thon art thy ſelf as 64d as dead, 

And muſt in Goal (the worſt of Graves) 
be laid. 

For when thy Creditors thy fate will know 

1hey'l join againſt thee as a common foe. 

As when two Kine fall out, th* whole 

 Flerd will tare, Bs. Taal 

And gaze, expetting th' iſſue of the War ; 

But if one chance to puſh the other down, 
{ joyn their force againſt the captive 
02, 


> 


# 


Well, Reader, to requite you for the pains 
Of reading theſe rude undigeted lines, 
Let me aavife you for to enter here, 

And if the Landlord wentures to appear ; 
Tou may perhaps a mivhty bargain get, 
For I preſume ts Shop 15 to be let. 


4 
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CHAP. VII.. 


How be Cheated his Sempſtris. Of his 
intrigue with an Heireſs of a conſide- 


rable Fortune. 


E was fo well read and experienc'd 
in the Art of ig b-arvr" That 

þy the looks of People he could ſhrewdly 
gueſs who were moſt apt and eaſieſt to 


be impos'd on. And once as he was - 


walking along Popes-herd-alley in the 
New Exchange, tho” {everal on the way 
did importune him to buy thetr Ware, 
he fixed at a Sempſtrifles Shop, who he 
found facile and caſie according to his 
wiſh, and the promiſe of her complectt- 
_ on. He having bargain'd with her for 
jo much lac'd Linnen as came to twenty 
pounds, perſwaded her, that he was a 
Student of the Iner-Temple; and making 
an excuſe tor not having Moneys enough 
about him, delir'd her ro ſend one of her 
Servants with him to his Chamber to 
receive it. She was an amorous brisk 
young Woman, and being mightily ta- 
Kea With his converſation and perſon, 

was 
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was very glad of the opportunity of be- 
ing with him in private, and. told him 
that if he pleas'd, her {elf would wait up 
on him. With that he call'd for a Coach, 
and brought her to the ſame Chamber in 
the Temple, where not long before he 
had diſpos'd of the Upholſterer's Goods. 
To prevent all ſuſpition he emptied on 
_ the Table a large purſe of Money, which 
whilſt he was counting over, She took: 
occaſion to look over her dear Laces, to 
take her laſt farewell of '*em, but tinding 
that one of the ruffles was wanting, (ior 
delignedly by {light of hand he had con- 
vey'd it into his pocket) ſhe cry'd, Lord, 
what have I done? I have left one of the 
Ruffles behind me in my Shop. Tam ve- 
ry ſorry for it, replyed Mr. Beale ;' but 
I know no other way, unleſs you wall 
take the trouble on you of going your 
ſelf to fetch it. In the mean time your 
Money ſhall be ready told for you, and I 
will ſend for ſome Wineand Sweet-meats 
againſt your. return. Without fear of 
any Cheat, ſhe went back to her Shop, 
and when ſhe could have no ridings of 
what ſhe ſought, ſhe return'd to the Gen- 
tlemans Chamber with great haſte, and 
greater diſcontent. But . alas, this was 
ot any thing in _—_— her —— 
&, 
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-ble, for when ſhe knockt at his door, 
which ſhe found locked, and none there 
to anſwer, ſhe grew amaz'dand ſpeech. 
leſs as a Marble Statue, and fate at the Þ 
Stairs, weeping and wounding the Air | 
with her {ighz. Once or twice every | 
day, for about a week together, cither 
ſhe or her Servant came knocking at the 
door, but at laſt mecting with a Gentle- 
man who had a Chamber near this, the 
related to him the whole ſtory, and how 
unworthily the Gentleman of that Cham- 
ber had ſerv'd her: This Gentleman anl- 
wered, that he was very confident there 
was {ome miſtake in the thing, for he 
that own'd that Chamber was not only 
a perion of quality, but one of an unſpot- 
ted reputation and credit ; beſides that it 
was well known he had left the Town 
more than half a year ago. At this news 
ihe cry'dand ſtampt, and walkt about in 
{uch a raging manner, that the Gentle- 
man believ*d her to be really diſtratted; 
and threatned to have her puniſh for 
railing ſuch a notorious ſcandal of his ho- 
nett triend. But when at laſt ſhe came 
- to her right mind, ſhe did fo rationally 
deſcribe the man; and diſcover'd the 
v hole buſineſs with ſuch convincing 


circumſtances, that he was now perſua- 
ded 
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ded that the poor young woman was re- 
ally abus'd, either by WEToe © that his 
fricad had intruſted his Key w ithall, or 
that had one made on purpoſe tor this 
end ; And now cxtreamly pittying the 
woman, he aſſur'd her if he ſhould at a- 
ny time happen to meet with fuck-a ey - 
ſon, hs would uſe the utmolt of Ii 15 p23 

er to have him ſccur'd. But Mr. B-d/-2, 
who did the bulinels, was 109 I: wt {9r 
them all ; for after he had pertorm'd any 
conſiderable Cheat, it was his cuſtom to 
change his tormer 'Garb, and Lodg:ugs 
too, when he apprehended it necelſary. 
One would think he had already done her 
imury enough in Cheating hcr of io 
much Linnen, bur he proceeded tarther, 
to the utter ruine of her Credit. For 
having writ theſe ſubſequent Lines, he 

order'd *em to be convey 'd into the Key” 

hole of the ſaid door, where he under- 
ſtood the Exchange-Woman made many 
ſuperfluous V iſits. 


Vith ſach injuſtice, Semspſtris, aif xe 
more ! 

Conſtantly battring the deaf harm! 
aore. 

Nor taint my creait with the falſe report, 


x hat I'd YOUr Linn without j £43149 for ' 
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Whereas you know in currant Coyn I paid 

W -M my Bed and 0n thy back 1 !ay'd 

Beſs Poe taught thee wit ; for I dare 

Nth veeforth be more careful of your 
ware. 


In the ſame Houſe with him in the 
Savoy, an old humourſome Country Ju- 
itice and his Daughter took up their 
Lodgings, ſhe was his only Child and 
Heir, and a Lady ſufficiently beautiful, 
young, brisk and witty, tho? by reaſon 
of her fathers extream ſeverity (which 
he exercis'd over her with more than an 
Italian tyranny) ſhe wanted the oppor- 
runity of improving theſe gifts of Na- 
ture. Dancing heus'd to own, was 1n- 
deed a convenient accompliſhment, and 
that he would beſtow charges of it on his 
Daughter, if any Woman could be 
found that would inſtrutt her in his own 
Houſe, but as for theſe Men-teachers, he 
took *em to be ſuch brisk Magnetick fel- 
lows, that he would not willingly truſt 
his child in the ſame ſtreet with one. 
Then as for writing and reading, they 
are things he eſteemed no leſs pernict- 

| OUs, 
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ous,the one corrupting the mind throug!1 
thoſe amorous intrigues which are found 
in Romance Books,. the other giving too 
much opportunity for young Ladies to 
convey their inclinations to their Gal- 
lavts, by the ſecret proxy of a Letter ; 
but although for theſe reaſons he never 
ſutter*d her to go to School, yet her Mo- 
ther, contrary to his Orders and know- 
ledg, taught her both to read and write 
indifferently well. Her Father was ſo 
jealous and watchful of her, that he ſel- 
dom {uffer'd her to be abſent from his 
ſight, and-to be ſure, as he thought, of 
keeping her chaſte, he order'd her to have 
a Bed in the ſame room with himſelt. 
But this ſeverity of his did render her 
ten times the cagerer, and made her re- 
ſolve to taſte of Man the firſt opportuni- 
ty ſhe could meet with. In the Cham- 
ber oppoſite to hers Mr. Beale lay, by 
whom he as uſed to paſs by, ſhe was lo 
extreamly {mitten, that ſhe ſpent above a 
fortnight inplotting how toinſinuate her 
ſelf into his acquaintance, her cuſtome 
was, whilſt ſhe was dreſſing,to leave open 
her Chamber door, and it he hapned to 
come by the whilſt, ſhe would faſhion 
her ſelf to the moſt amorous poſture ſhe 


could contrive. Whilſt the Maid ns'd 
F 3 to 
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to make his Bed, ſhe would come often 
Into his cond; 4nd take much delight 
in viewing his Cloaths, and other things 
ot his, which lay looſely ſcatter'd abour 
the Chambez : - and one time above tke 
reſt, jhe rook his pen in hand; and on a 
piece of Paper, which lay 'on his Table, 


the very readily writ theſe following 
Ines. 


EHt:rd-hearted Men too little care 
hat projſize weiohts we women bear, 
Ii ho iz our Lizheft paſſions can 
Bat langnith, fb, ana wiſh for May 
5.0 lore I am lo much enclin'd, 

* he Lach prove. r unkind) 

will be bexond the pow'r of Art, 
Ls fron ms brobey Vi rgin- - Heart. 


Wica Mr, B:4/ve Ind perus'd theſe 
Verics, both by th =P nd and ſpelling, he 
Immediately concluded *em to be writ by 

| Woma 1n,but who the was, or how they 
were convey'd into his Chamber was {ut- 
hoient matter'for his wonder, yet he 
i; ent not much” time on this 'tonfidera- 
'10n;hut _ took un his Pen, and thus 
£71 ploy* I his Miſe, 


C 


C:ipid, 
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Cupid, the meaning of theſe lines im- 
par EF. 
And ſtrip *em bare and naked zs thou art. 
Did them thy Mothers Silver pen prepare, 
And thin convey d *em on thy arrow here ? 
Or were they ſent ſomie happy man to ſee, 
And but in a miſtake did light 072 me ? 
So may the Author fratghted with loves 
charms, FR: 
Looſe her way too in th circle. of my arms, 
In the mean while I muſt emtbrace the air, 
And be in love ev'n with my own deſpair. 
Once fond Narcillus ſo in love was grow 
With a thin ſhaddow, that himſelf 2rew 


. * "TOE, 
But he had firſt x faithful Nymph uit- 
We. 


But, Love, what harm did I thy God- 
head ao, 

That I muſt love I know not what, nor 
who ? 


Y 
He had hardly read over what hc had 
writ, but in came his Landlords Scrving- 
Maid, who being ſtrictly queſtion'd, 
ſtify deny*d that ſhe knew any thing ot 
thoſe Verſcs, tho” atlaſt between threats 
and endearments, he brought her to a 
diſcovery of the whole concern. And 
F 4 at 
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at laſt deſiring him to commulerate the 
unhappy Condition of a pafſhonate La- 
dy,- ({eeing he who was the Cauſe, could 
ho be the Cure) ſhe afſur'd him her 
aſſiſtance in bringing 'em together, and 
vow'd to lock up all their ſecrets in a 
faithful breaſt. To be brief, on the ſame 
pight, between twelve and one of the 
Clock, this Lady perceiving her Father 
. by his uſual ſnoring to be in a ſound ſleep, 
roſe ſtealigly out of her Bed, and ha- 
ving looſely wrapt about her only her 
Morning-Gown ; She was conducted by 
the aforeſaid Maid into Mr. Bedlc's 
Chamber, who well knew with what 
ſoft expreſſions and tender embraces an 
unexperienc'd Virgin was to be enter- 
tain'd, and at this firſt interview 'gave 
her ſuch unexpreſſable ſatisfaftion, that 
ſe made uſe of all opportunities to have 
the ſame happineſs repeated. A con- 
tract of Marriage was mutually agreed 
upan, and he waited only ta be more 
certainty informed, if {he was really ſo 
Fre a fortune as fame had reported her ; 
at laſt being well fatisfy'd by a friend of 
is, who was her Neighbour, that ſhe 
vas tie oniy hor to cight hundred 
pounds a year, the time and place they 
Ppomied tor rig Vedding, and all con- 
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veniencies were provided in order to it. 
But the perfidious Maid, whoT told you 
was privy to all their Adventures, grew 
at laſt ſo impudent, that by her wanton 
carriage, and obſcene diſcourſes in pri- 
vate with Mr, Bedl2e, ſhe gaye him to 
underſtand that ſhe expeCted (as in ju- 
{tice) to ſhare of theſe plealures which 
not without her help he enjoy'd on his 
Miſtreſs, but perceiving her lelf in this 
reſpect neglected, and finding her bribes 
and Fees, which at firſt were extraord1- 
nary, now to be diſcontinu'd,fully fraight- 
ed with envy and covetouſneſs ( for ſhe 
expected no ſmall reward for the 'Trea- 
chery) ſhe haſtned to the Old Jultice, and 
diſcovered to him the eminent danger 
which was juſt falling on Its Daughter. 
The old man at the news grew rampant 
as a provokt Lyon, and with a thouſand 
execrations dami'd his unlucky fortune ; 
ere he had breath'd out halt his fury, 
his unwary Daughter catred the room, 
whom he accoſted with ſuch ſevere ex- 
preſſhions, and hardly refraining from 
blows, that ſhe immediately teil into a 
very dangerous ſrouning fit. Wien the 
old Man I! ca!id back her deyarting 
ſpirits, with many fair promiſes in fa- 
your to her loyc, lic ſtrait took her be- 
| hin 
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hind him and rid home to Devosſbire, 
with all poſſible ſpeed, where ſhe 
ſpent her time, like April, in lowring 
and weeping, tl} at length another ſer- 
vant was provided for her, whom ſhe 


fancy'd mightily to reſemble Mr. Bedloe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAF. 1X. 


How he impos'd on Country Gentlemen, 
by bis pretending to write a Book of 
Heraldry. With bis mgemous Cheat 
on a Knight of Oxfordſhire. 


VIE Beale by this time grown Wwea- 


ry of the Town, relolv'd in the 
Country to try the fortune of his wit ; 
where the firſt diſguiſe he aflun'd, was 
that of an Herald, which pretence pro- 
cur'd him admittance into every Family 
of any note through the whole Kingdom 
of England, he pretended to be about 
writing a Book of Heraldry, with an Hi- 
{torical account of the Original of every 
Family, and what Heroick exploits have 
becn performed by any of their Ance- 
ſtors. There was not a Family 1o ob- 
{curc and new, but he would pretend to 
derive *em from ſome ancieut Houſc, 
and delude 'em by tell;ing three or four 
fabulous ſtories of ſome imagin'd He- 
ro of that namic. He pretended that 1t 


as a work, for the Curs and Print, fo 
| CX> 


76 The LIFE and DEATH 
extraordinary chargeable, that he could 
not poſſibly go through with 1t, with- 
out the help ot Subſcriptions. But who. 
ſoever would depoſite twenty ſhillings 
in hand, he engaged within the ſpace 
of ſome certain time to ſend him in a 
Book, which elſe pretended ſhould not 
be bought under five and thirty ſhillings. 
With ſuch Art and happy confidence he 
manag'd his Diſcourſe, that moſt Gen- 
tlemen he met withall, were ſo far from 
baving him in ſuſpition, that they did 
both approve of, and encourage the De- 
ſign. Some who were conſcious of the 
meanneſs of their abſtraction, and others 
out of ambition of having their Families 
mighly extolPd, gave extraordinary Fees 
belides. So that by this Cheat (which 
15 the greateſt and moſt general which 
perhaps any one ever acted) he not only 
gathered to himſelf vaſt ſums of Money, 
but extreamly improv'd his knowledge 
and converſation, and got ſuch know- 
ledge of places and people, that there 
was ſcarce a Family of any note either in 
England or Mates, but he was able to 
give a very perfect account of, Under 
this pretence he had the opportunity of 
acting all lort of Cheats, which you ray 
bz iuce he made uſe of as oftcn as he 

could, 
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could : with falſe Dice, and cogging he 
was usd to ger vaſtly ; ſo by bargaining 
for Horſes, Watches,and the like. A mul- 
titude of ſuch little tricks he played on 
the way, whuch for the avoiding of too 
much tediouſneſs, I beg leave to omit, 
and will conclude this Chapter with 
theſe following ones. 

As he was riding through Oxforaſbire, 
about two or three Miles from him, he 
eſpyeda large dwelling-Houſe, which by 
the ſtately ſtructure he concluded to be- 
long to ſome perſon of Quality , and 
therefore alighting at a {mall Ale-Houſe 
on the road, according to his uſe, he not 
only enquir'd wha was owner of thar 
large Houſe, but more {lily inſinuated in 
the knowledge of the aftairs and conſtitu- 
tion of that Family. His Landlord igno- 
rantly inform'd him , Thar the Koight 
who own'd that Houſe was at that pre- 
ſent time in Loxdoy, and that his Stew- 
ard being lately dead, his buſineſs at home 
lay at ſix and ſevens for want of one to 
manage it. Overjoy*'d with this intelli- 
gence, Mr. Bedloe haſtens to the Knights 
Houſe, and having not long ago ſo for- 
tunately perſonated an Embaſladours 
Steward in Loxdoy, he did not queſtion 


but with the ſame cheat he could more 
eaſily 
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eaſily impoſe on the ignoranter People of 
the Country, and indeed his hopes were 
not at all fruſtrated, for ina ſhort time 
when it was ſpread abroad that a rew 
Steward was come, ſome of the Tenants 
were to viſit him with rich preſents, 
ſome endeavour'd to oblige him with in- 
vitations and treats, and all ſtrove who 
ſhould purchaſe the greateſt intereſt in a 
perſon of ſuch a ſuppos'd authority. and 
place. He gave all mighty hopes of his 
friendſhip when occaſion ſerv'd, and ha- 
ving firmly fixt himſelf in their good 0- 
pinion of him, he told *em that his Ma- 
ſters Law was above expeCtation charg- 
able to him, and that he had Orders with 
all poſſible ſpeed to procure him a good 
ſum of Moneys. One of the Tenants 
who was ever obſery'd in others concerns 
to be over-officious, offer'd him his aſ- 
ſiſtance in his new Office, aſſuring him 
that he conld exactly inform him who 
were 1n arrears of Rent, and among(t 
vvhom of the Tenants Money vvas moſt 
plenty. Not a little overjoy'd vvith this 
roper inſtrument, he vvent conducted 
y him from one Tenants Houſe to ano- 
ther, till he had gathered together the 
ſum of fourſcore and ten pounds, butnot 
Eontented vvith this, he drove forty fat 
Weathers 
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Weathers of the aforeſaid Knights to a 
neighbouring Market, and having re- 
ceiv*d' for *em thirty pounds, he mount- 
ed his Horſe, and marched off with fly- 
ing Colours. Three days atter retur 
ed the Knight, accompanied by his Law= 
yer, who expeQted_ to. receive_a good 
round ſum of Money, but the new 
Steward, who had the Caſh, could na 
where be found ; but in the Chamber 
window where he lay, behind a flower- 
pot, he left theſe Lines, directed to the 
Knight. 


Agniaſt that Steward bear no male cone 
tent, 

Who was ſo careful to receive your Rent. 

Nor blame him, if he thought, as th? 
caſe now ſtands, 

"I were folly to reſin it to your hands. 

For Men tn Law ſhould be like Children 
known, 

Who ought not to be truſted with their 
own, 

Tou fee then hes an Er'my of the Law, 

That 1yrant that would free-born Nas 
FUYE Awe, 

He does it”s ſolemn tricks of [tate aefie , 

Who is by Nature and by Conſcience free. 


What 
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What &'re he meets he takes tobe his ow, 
And i oblig'd to give account Fo none, 
And in this point all Stewards do agree, 
Tho" ſome may «tt with more Hypocrifie. 


\ 

Many other brave Cheats ( if I may 
call any Cheat brave) he didin the ſame 
Country, and particularly one 1n the Ci- 
ty of Oxford, which an honeſt Cutler 
here will never live to forget. His next 
after this was in Northampton Fair, where 
he took upon him the ruſtick form of a 
Grazier, and acquainting himſelf with 
his Landlord, who was a rich Inn-keep- 
er, he made him believethat he had bar- 
yore for a parcel of Cattle, to the 'va- 

ue of threeſcore pounds, but wanting 
Silver, hedeſir'd him to furniſh him with 
it on the pawn of ſomuch in Gold, then 
he took out of his Pocket a Purſe with 
threeſcore true Guinnies in it, which 
when his Landlord had viewed, and 
knew to be good, he order'd his Wife to 
fetch him the Silver ; which when Mr. 
Bedloe had receiv'd, he feaPd up the 
Purſe of Gold with his own Signet,which 
by ſlight of hand he convey'd away, and 
delivered in the place of it another fill'd 
with pieces of Braſs; I had almoſt forgot 


to tell you, that the cunning Landlord 
had 


«2 
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had made this in his Bargain, that if the 
Moneys were not repay'd exattly on the 
promis'd time, the Gold was to be tor- 
teired without redemption. But you ſhall 
ſee the event o: this defign'd extortion; 
for as ſoon as the appointed time was ex« 
pired, with eager haſte he tore open the 
Purſe, when at the ſight of tlie Braſs, 
his hair ſtood an end as if he had ſeen 
a SpeCttre, and all his blood being cald 
in to the aſſiſtance of his craving Heatt, 
his Countenance ſeem?d wan and meager, 
like the taxv*d man that is piftur'd with 
the Hour-glaſs and Sythe. Nor did it a 
tittle trouble him that he was yet made 
more ridiculous by theſe tart Verſes 
which were found amongſt the Counters; 


Such a misfortun? never vas 

Tour darling Gold turd into braſs ! 
Some ſay it was bewitcht, I tron, 

Or elſe at leaſt your ſelf VAS ſo. . 
But th' you were impos'd upn, | 
PI tell thee »hat mav yet be dome : 

The Braſs vill caſe thy Wife all re, 

For but her face was ſo before, 
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CHAT. X. 


How he Cheated a Parſon of Northam- 
 ptonſhire. And how under the pre- 
tence of killing Men in Duels, he us'd 
to procure ſhelter in the Houſes of per- 


ſons of Quality. 


Fter this he adventur'd on an honeſt 
Country Parſon, whoſe too good 
nature was his greateſt fault, and his apt- 
neſs to believe other people to be as 
harmleſs as himſelf. Mr. Bedloe having 
had intelligence of this (for he had eve: 
ry where bh inſtruments) came confi- 
denitly to his Houſe, and meeting him ; 
at tlie door, he accoſted him with this 
diſcourſe, all the while embracing him. 
O my Unkle ! my deareſt Unkle ! 1 beg you 
to excuſe theſe flowing tears of joy, but you 
need not wonder at this paſſion of mine, 
when I tell you that you are the firit Rela- 
tion, which (beſides my Father and Mother ) 
ever ble#t my eyes. Sir, I have not any need 
fo enquire-who you are, 1 know you by ſimpa- 
thy ; beſides in every Feature of you, there 
lives 
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lives the exact piltured of my dead dear Fa: 
ther. The Parſon was at firſt'ſiftpriz'd 
with this dark Careſs; and'leadirighim 
into his Parlour deſired the favor of be- 
ing better known to him, begging his 
pardon, that he-wis yet ignorant of any 
Relation that could call him Unkle. Have | 
you then (reply*'d Mr. Bedlow)' forgot your 
only Brother, yorwr Brother William, wha 
lately liv'd in the Iſle of Barbados $ b»t 
now alas he is gone to his home, with his laſt 
dying words I am ſnre he remember'd you, 
and out of obedience to his Con;mands I now 
kiſs your hand. In ſhort I am his Son, his, 
only Son, his only Child, At this the Old 
Parſon /whoſe Brother he knew about 
thirty years before went beyond the 
Seas, and from whom he could fever 
ſince bave the lea(t ridings) grey extta- 
vagant with his joy. His Ge## and Spleen 
which before ſet him on the Rack, at this 
preſent forſook him, and he fell lipping 
about the Room, as I have ſeen young 
Villagers at the recovery of a phi 
Game-at Skittles. To eaſe him by par- 
taking of his boundleſs Joy, he calPd 
his Wife and Daughters, who were all 
{o near ally*d to the Parſons temper, that 
they knew not how to entertain the lealt 
#rain of {uſpition, eſpecially of one who 
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play'd- hispart ſo ingeniouſly. Whilſt 
the. Servants were ;preparing Dinner 
(which, was\the beſt both the Houſe and 
Neighbourhood eould afford) he conti- 
mw his -Romance with variety of ad- 
vantagious Fiction ; but what moſt of all 
pleasd the Parſon, was the vaſt Eſtate he 
pretended his Father left him Heir of, 
no leſsthatiten thoulandpounds in Mony 
and Goods, ' which he faid came ſafe to 
Loxdox,' beſides a large Plantation in the 
Barbadves; which he ordered to be Sold, 
intending-to bay a Good Eſtate and ſet- 
tle himſelfiin Ex2/and. The Parſon in- 
form'd him that in his Neighbourhood 
there was an Eſtate to be ſold of five hun- 
dred Pounds a Year, beſides he propoſed 
to him for a Wite a Rich Heireſs of thoſc 
parts,, 1n whom he ſaid he had a very 
good 'Intereſt. Mr. Beale afſur'd him 
that he had {ſo good an opinion of his 
AfﬀeCQtion and Judgment, that he reſol- 
ved in that and every thing elſe to refer 
himſelf wholly to his Advice and Coun- 
cel. A: world of Complements and en- 
decring expreſſions paſt mutually be- 
tween them; and amongſt the reſt, the 
Parſon deſired him that he would be ſo 
kind as in his Houſe to reckon himſelf at 
Home, and as that day he had Oye 
Fg 
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the' gfeateſt happineſs 1n the World, 1o 
he hop*t hewould continue it him by his 
confittaing inthe 'Country with 'him, 
Mr. Bealoe for this Invitation gave him a 
thouſand thanks, and ſeem'd to be an- 
gry 'with that bufineſs which he -preten- 
ded would not give him leave to' ſtay ſo 
long as that night with him! Then com- 
manding his [looks to a Melancholy re- 
lerv*d poſture, he- prevented the Parſons 
Wifc (who was juſt about to demand of 
him what occaſion'd that ſudden altera- 
tion of his Countenance) by declaring 
that he had lately met with a very ſevere 
misfortune. That he was on the Roady 
hotly ſet _ by Five Highway-men, 

who not only took from him the Horſe 
himfelf rod on, and his Gold'and Silver, 
inall Forty Pounds, but what he preten- 
ded did moſt of all concern him, a large 
Gold Watch, ſeveral Rings, and Jewels 
of .a far greater Value, which he de- 
fign'd to beſtow for Preſents on his Aunt 
and her Daughters. The Parſon ex- 
treamly ſtartled and concern'd at this un- 
happy News, told him that if he had 
buſineſs of ſuch extraordinary -moment, 
he ſhould want neither a Horſe nor what 
Money he pleas'd. Mr. Bealoe ſtriking 
the Iron whilſt *twas hot, aad urging a 
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neceſſity" forhis ſpeedy.going, promiſing 
to return; (thither a fortnight after, the 
Parſon: Orgered: one ;of - his ' Servants to 
Saddle hys:Mare Nanny (for fo the Mare 
was called which he us'd to rade' on him- 
ſelf) for Conzen William, and went him- 
{glf-intq,;his Study , _ and; brought; ten 
poundeaInr Silyer, whigh he deliver'd to 
his ſuppes'd! Nephew,.,who very gladly 
mpeg.) WY and having. taken his leave, 
mounted; /Vanpy, and; away. He was 
hardly gon' out of ſight, but an Honeſt 
Gentleman.of the Netghbourhood who 
came to-Smoke'a Pipe with the Parſon, 
askt him whas ſtrange Gentleman that 
was he-metiriding on hs ,Nepny. Well 
Concer (quathx the Parſon) 7 ſee God Al 
mighty Wrgwer kind to thoſe that ſerve hin 
Faithfullyi 51 #0 day I have. regeiv'd an hap: 
pineſs which 'may add many years. of | corn4- 
fort to'my life,” to day have I ſeen the Sor 
of my Brother William ;, it mas him that 
you juſt: wow: faw. riding. .om my Mare 
Nanny, for oaEpndon-Roag he was yeſter- 
day Robb'd' of bis own Gelding and all his 
Moxeys, but T have. furviſht him agaip, 
aud a fortnight fence he will return with 
Wealth epongh to purchaſe half. our Coun 
"y. Poor: wat (reply'd the Gentleman) 
| fad pitty thy good Nature, 1 am very 


confident 
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confident he's a meer Cheat, and that he has 
meerly gulPd you of whatſoever you truſted 
him with, a it is the ſame Fellow 
that committed the Cheat you lately heard 
f in Oxfordſhire, #nder the pretence of 

eing a 'Kyig hits Stewaxyd, Fie !-+ Fie 
Couzen, anſwered the Parſon, think not 
ſo abuſively of the Toung Gentleman : he 
gave ſuch an account of our Family and 
Relations, and ſeveral paſſages he related, 
which a Stranger could never know ; beſides 
he has the perfett Air,and the ſame Features 
with my Relations: Nay h&s as exadtly 
like my Eldeſt Daughter Betty as it is poſſ- 
ble for a man tobeto a woman,He could b 
no means be perſuaded to believe himſelf 
to be 1mpos'd on, *till the time was ex- 
pir'd in which his imagin'd Nephew was 
to return; but when at laſt he found it 
was too certain, he grew extremely Me- 
lancholy, and being continually jeer'd 
and laught at by all the Gentry there- 
abouts, he was aſham'd togo any where 
abroad, -or to be ſeen in his own Houle, 
for at leaſt half a year after. And what 
molt of all concern'd him, was, that he 
gave occaſion to ſome - org Scribler to 
write this waggiſh Ballad on him, 
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F rom London Town, there lately came 
down © 


A Famous young Quack, Fhat never 


wore Gown; 
Whofe Phyſeck is glib, and Doſes are 
{arge, | 
| Him elf runs the danger, though his Pa- 
| tient the Charge. 


If you heave Fl Sofs place, this Dottoy 
with eaſe 

Will Heal up the Fraiture, and Cure 
phe Diſeaſe : 

But blame not the Plaiſter if you feel it 
F00 tart, | 

For it oureth the Wound but by making 
it ſmart. 


That you mayn't.in the leaſt, fear your 
Money to waſte, 

His Receipt you'll find Seal'd with 4 
Probatum eſt. 

For if yow'H have patience. Fl make it 

., appear, 

How he belp'd ax Old Parſon of Nor- 

thamptonlhire, 


When 
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$ When hed handled his Scull, and found 
"twas 4 dull 
. * Hard Globe of looſe Notions, and Eaſq- 
neſs full : 
He farther Pe for certain zo 
. Know, ©. 
Whether he was 5 Compos Mentis or 


BO. 


When they'd kept a long RU Sa- 
\ lutins* each other, 

He told him he was the ſole Sou of his 
Brother ; © 

Who re rr way believ'd it, fo doubtleſs 
hed don, 
if that he had faid he was hw conn 


Jon. 


But when this young Kpave had what &r 
. bedid crave, 

He thought it high time for to take his 
leave; 
And ſwore his return ſhould be certain 
and quick, 
With _ to buy him 4 Biſheprick. 


But 
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But this man of a Church being left inthe 
lurch, 

Began very highly to grumble and gruch ; 

And brought to his Wits again, feriouſy 


. ſwore 


He never would truſt any Stranger 


Wore. 


Beſides he was ſo jear'd by all that thi 
hear'd, 


| That he kept cloſe his DG and. lid 


more reſerv'd : 

And his mountanous ſi des thei hore COMe 
. paſs did loſe, | 
Ae are now grown as lean &5 an old 

brody Gooſe, -- kv, 2 


Now you ſee that a cheat "__ be order'd 

1. by ſafe; 34 \ 

To make that man happy» on whot it does 
light : 

For Sq Quack, I $4 ume, did the Par- 
ſon trappan 

But to make him appear like another 
MAP. 


Amongſt the innumerable Cheats 1 


ever heard of this man, I know of none 
that were moye profitable to him than 


that 
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that -of his pretenee' to Duelling; for 
when ever he had any' intelligence of any 
eminent Combate, wherein one was'et- 
deſperately Wounded or Killed, his uſe 
was to apply himſelf for Protection to 
good Natur'd Gentlemen, and with his 
Speech and Looks Compos'd to the pur- 
poſe, he would ſeem to be mighty "wn 
for the unhappy accident, inſinuating 
that it was a piece of brave Gallantry, 
a ſe defeadendo, and ſuch a misfortune 
that might happen to any honeſt Gentle- 
man. Many perſons of Quality, eſpe- 
cially thoſe who had any kindneſs to 
Courage, were eaſily won to commiſe- 
rate his ſuppos'd extremity : and conſi- 
dering that it might happen to be-a caſe 
. of their own, ſome ach Horſe and Mo- 
ney would accommodate him for flight, 
others would ſecure him in their own 
Houſes, «vhere he ſeldom faild: of ma- 
king to himſelf a good advantage. This 
and the reſt of his Cheats he ſo often 
repeated, that almgſt in every Coun- 
try there were | any ſearching for 
him, although under %veral Shapes and 
Names. And though he had the For- 
tune ſtill to ſecure himſelf from the 
Clutches of his Adverſaries ; yet finding 
people in the Country by being lo often 

| trappand 
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trappand, to grow: more ſubtile and 
weary, he betook himſelf again to Lox- 
don, where you ſhall immediately have 
a farther account of him. vj 


CHAP. XI. 


How he firſt came to be employ'd in the 
ſervice of the Jeſuits. His living in 
a Nannery tm Womens Clothes. How 
he cheated the Prince of Orange of 
one hundred Pounds, * 


A LL this time there continued ſuctt 
a Correſpondence between hiny 


and the before mentioned Jeſuits, that 


they always Communicated, to each 0- 
ther, their whole concerns ;. but FE think 
it beſide my preſent purpoſe to give you 
their Hiſtory,unleſs-that part of it which 
has a particular relation to Mr. Bedloe ; 
who being now come to 'Loxdon, and 
making enquiry after them, at laſt met 
with Father Johnſon, by whom he was 
inform'd; that the week before his Bro- 
ther Labourer, Father Herman, marched 
out of this World, under the Banner of 
the French Diſeaſe ; and Johnſon himſelf, 
about a fortnight after, fell extreamly ul 
of a Malignant Feaver, and ere a montlr 
eame' to a Period, -his chat*d Soul being, 
worry'd 
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. worry'd by the ſcorching flames of his 
Diſeaſe, ſtrove to mount a loft on the 
Wings of Merit, and directed its courſe 
towards the fancy'd Region of Purgato. 
Ty : but perhaps. his Wings, like thoſe 
of Tcarus, might fail him 1n the flight, 
and tumble him headlons to a worſe 
place than that Sea he gave aname to. 
But whilſt he lay on Tis death Bed, bes 
ing viſited by many of his own Frater- 
nity, particularly Whitebread, Fenwick 
and Gavan, (thole famous Plotters which 
fince took their ſwing at Tyborn) he 
mightily commended Mr. Bede, to their 
choice, as a perſoa very fit and able ts 
aſſt *em in the carrying on of the Ca- 
tholick deſign, but they thought it not 
convenient, however at that time for to 
admit of him, : but not long after being 
drawn, by I know not whot vagary, be- 
yond the Seas; he inſinuated himſelf into 
the acquaintance of the Lady Abbeſs of 
the Exgl:iſþh Nunnery in Duxkizk, who 
having entertained him for ſix Weeks in 
her Convent, recommended him to 
Sir Fohn Warzer, as a proper Initru- 
ment for their purpoſe; who ſent hin 
to Harcourt to be inſtructed inthe Pop! 
Principles ; who' made it his endeavour 
to Alienate his mind frem his Natural 
Prince 
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Prince and Country, by allthe- prejudice 
his ancient craft, and cunning could inſi- 
nuate. | He perſuaded him that when any 
Prince was Depos'd by the Great Vicar 
of Rome, as ours was, that then all his 
Subjects are' not 'only freed from all Al- 
legiance and Duty to him as their Na- 
tural Prince,' but'are bound, to Conlpire 
his ruin, on the hazard of -Damnation. 
After this he infus'd in him the-unhappy 
Principle of blind Obedience, which cer- 
tainly 15 the greateſt the Church of Rowe 
this day can boaſt of : for hence people 
are excited to Murther Kings, Fire Cities, 
and perpetuate the moſt ſtupendious 
Crimes on promiſes of rewards ſutable 
to the horridneſs 'of the AQ, And if 
they happen to mary in the great at- 
tempt, nothing leſs 1s aſſured to/em then 
a Saintſhip in Heaven, and a Paſs to go 
thither without being interrupted by 
Purgatory on the way ; as if their wick- 
edneſs here had already purifi*d %em ! 
Mr. Bealoe being now confirm'd {or elſe 
appearing ſo) 1n theſe and the like Prin- 
ciples, and having ſeveral times repeated 
' the ſolemn Oath of Secrecy, he was im- 
ploy'd in the Office of carrying about 
aaſbaable Letters from one Kingdom 
to another, as occakion requir'd. No 
Office 


: 


ceconld poſſibly be of greater Truſt, 
for through” hi: Hands: pil moſt of the 
Letters Which thanaged the grand Pop 
Plot for the ſpace of five years; which 
he carry'd as 'fat as Rome, Flanders, 
Spain, &c. . Molt of which he made bold 
to open by the way ; and of thoſe which 
were moſt Material he deliver'd but 
Counterfeit Coppies, keeping the Ortigi. 
nalstohimfelf which he had to produce 
inſt ſeveral Perſons-of Great Quality 
and Honour. The multitude of his 0- 
ther Cheats which he play'd by the by, 
in his Tfavels beyond the Seas, would be 
too tedious here torelate, and ſwell this 
Book intoa Volume too large and bulky; 
for the avoyding of which I will confine 
myſelf. to this one or two. | 
' He having dreſt himſelf 1h a Womans 
Garb, was admitted as a Nun, into a 
Religious Houſe in Flanders, where he 
foon grew intimately acquainted with 
ſome of the Faireſt of the Holy-Siſter- 
hood. He complained that all day long 
he was forC'd to Faſt and Pray, though 
every night he Feaſted on the luſcious 
Dyet of Nuns Fleſh; but ere he had 
continu'd there thirteen weeks, the Mo- 
ther Abbeſs, perhaps over ſeeing ſome 
ations: that were ummodeſt, begs to 
—_ ve 
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have him irf ſuſpition-: bur ſhe diſguis'd 
her reſentment under anorher pretence, 
calling: him Whore: and Strumper;' and. 
ſaying'be was with Child; and on -the 
morrow ſhe would have him ſearcht:but 
he ſav'd: her; Ladyſhip- the trouble by: 
making his eſcape the night before.. And 
and about four or five months after,” the 
Mother. Abbeſs,ro her great confulion,did' 
too well underſtand, that Mr. Bedloerwas: 
{o far from being with [Child himſelf; 
that. he had made half a ſcore of her Sa- 
cred Daugliters fo. , '_ | | or Boe 
- - Immediately after this, ' he began his. 
Journy for -.Holand, ; where, under. the 

name.of _ Wilzams, he inpos'd 
a Cheat” 0n' the Prince of Orarge, winch 

was both gteat and pleaſant. Being ve- 

ry ſplendidly: accouter'd, he preſenting. 
himſelf to. his Highneſs, told him that 

he was an Engliſh Gentleman, and one 

who formerly. had a Command m that 

Kingdom: /burt fame having diſperit a-. 
broad {ych.a mighty Character - of his. 
Highnefſes\Valour , he. was 2bove all 

things ambitious of . ſerving under. his: 
Condu&. ';He farther added that there 

were fifty ſtout” Young Fellows Quarter-. 
ing riot. far of, which he had brought 
- with him from Exyland,: molt of *em be-: 

apt _ 
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Ing his Tenants Sons, -or'near Neighbours 
to: him. - Who (if his Highneſs would 
be :pleagd: ta;/Honour him with a Cap- 
tains Commiſſion) were ready, with him- 
ſelf, ro ſerve hitv with the laſt drop of 
their Blood: The Prince{as any one may 
gueſs) could not 'chooſe but accept of 
this generous' offer with paſſionate Em- 
braces, and having preſented him with 
ane of his beſt Wa? Horſes, 'and enter- 
tain'd him with a rich and Sumptuous 
Treat, where many high Complements 
paſt mutually between *em) he very rea- 
dily SeaPd fir a 'Captains Commui- 
on and at-the fame time made- one 
Mr::Crawfoot , another Expliſh Gentle- 
man, his Enfign, Whom his Highneſs 
Commanded to March with the afore- 
{aid fifty men to the Body of his Ar- 
my. Mr. Bed/ve now began to inſinu- 
ate that he had fooner waited on his 
Highneſs (having been Landed with his 
men in Hollaud above ſix Weeks ago) 
only he was ſtrangely diſappointed of a 
recruit of Moneys he expected. from 
England, And that he coutd-not conve- 


neatly remove :his men. without firit 
diſcharging their preſent Quarters, which 
leſs than an hundred pounds would-nor 
ſuffice to do. The Prince very readily 

| ordered 


ordered the hundred Pounds to be deli- 
| ver'd to-him. - With -which he con- 
vey'd himſelf very privately away, and 
brought the! ſaid ſum intire to his Mo- 
ther in Chepſtow. This was the firſt 
Commiſſion I ever heard he had, and to 
yak really my mind, I dabelieve this was 
the very ſame Commiſſion which he pro- 
duced at Mr: Readings Tryal; when the 
faid Reediny made a queſtion whether he 
ever had one. BY 
- Having now ſpent about five years in 
the ſervice of the Plotters, / all which 
while he beſides carry'd on his. own lit- 
tle Cheats) his Conſcience began at laſt 
to have ſeveral regrets, and he refoly'd, 
if he could, with any fafery to himſelk; 
to make a full Diſcovery of tlie Hor- 
rid Popiſh Plot, to fave his Prince and 
Country from an eminent ruin, and re- 
turn to his own Natural Church, where- 
in he hoped to lead anew lite, and heartily 
to Repent of his former Horrid Crimes, 

Whilſt he he was confidering on the 
way and method, that worthy Perſon 
Dr. Oats (whoſe name will be ever prect- 
ous to all True Proteſtants) out-ſtript 
him in the Race : and laid down the fir{t 
Grounds and Footſteps of the Diſcovery, 
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; CHAP. XIL 
AAS 
His firſt Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, 
© with an atcount of his Teftmony. 0 
'» the great, Brebes which were. offer d 
»  bim, andthe*:Art and. Policy which 
was us d to ſtifle his Evidence, and 
hu great Floneſty and Policy in the 
management, thereof. | 


[ , 

T the beginning of | Awguſt 1678. 
_ Dr. Oats: Fade his firſt - "hunt 
to one Dr. Toxygue, who thought it con- 
vemient to: Cummunicate the whole bu- 
fineſs to Mr. Kerby, as one for his Fideli- 
ty; Zeal and. Courage, and the Interelt 
He had at Court, was the moſt capable 
and likely perſon they could think of to 
afhiſt*em, in a buſineſs they were certain 
would meet with ſo many hazards and 
fuch ſtrong oppoſition. . Mr. Kerby very 
generoully accepted of the troubleſome 
- Office, and immediately acquairited His 
Majeſty of the great danger His Perſon 
and-Kingdoms were in. That there were 
| two 
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two men, by name Pickering and Groves 
that undertook to Shoot him, and that - 
Sir G; W. was hired to give him Poyſon, 
as: he: had; been lately-:inform'd by a 
Friend who! had a 'more full: account in 
Writing, and was ready: to appear when 
ere His Majeſty would :Command- it. 
His Majeſty,” always 'guarded with ſo 


much Goodneſs and Innocence, was not 


too apt to fear the worſt; however he 
going himfelt. to Wraifor, ordered *em 
to wait onthe Earl of Danby, then Lord 
Treaſurer, whom: he'faid he would em- 
loy to examine the' whale'buſineſs : but 
Þr Tongue and: Mr..Kgrby:fqund jt no ea- 
fie matter to {peak 'with his;Lordſhip :' 


"and at laſt, when they' were admitted; he 


Teceiv'd'em ſo'very +0 2g after ſome 
few Queſtions waz ſo haſtyito dimils'em, 
that they were quite diſcourag'd,and ap; 
.prehenſive of, very: great:Pangers. For 
they law his. Lordibup, 50s phithiica 
1ay, dticqurag'd the Ducovery 3 and at: 
though, a Congea|ment was - faithfully 
Promigd;\yetall that was dong, was 1m- 
mediately, Communicated' to Rilnnded one 
of, the; Plotters, by Bedrppfield, who was 
Confeflor wther Puke of Tork. Where: 


 Vego (Dr, 94/s,was like robe, Allaſſinate 


going to his Lodging in Drazy-L.ene,' by 
als | H 3 one 
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oy yet the' Plot ſay wholly on 
Dr. Oar. Repuration, ard the Deſign 
he” mentioned was in it felf ſo Horrid, 
that good men (who are always Chari. 
cable) could fcarce perſuade themſctves 
of its reality. The faſhionable men of 
the Town,  who-pretend to wit and hu. 
mour, did but make a jeſt of it, having 
long ſince learw'd 'to  rurn the moſt {6 
rious things into Droll and Ridicyle ;and 
on the other fide the Confpirators, with 
noiſe, lies, and impudence,andthe power- 
ful intereft 'they had, did not doubt to 
pyerbear and cruſh his Teſtimony. Burt 
ſuch was the' Adorable” Providence of 
GOD, that Captain Bed/oe, who a long 
time before de py a Diſcovery, Arn 
came upto Londoxand notonly confirm? 
the DoSors' Evidence, - bur hays, = 
ther Diſcoveries, and pave a dearer, ha 
an infallable hight Papiſh Plot.- 
He woah fi firſt that difroveped' the 
Murther of Sir Edmunbury Gotfrey, _ 
before the Papiſts had alriioſt brought the 
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He was the moſt convincing Witneſs 
againſt Coleman, Irelanta, Pickering,Grove, 
Whitebread, Harconrt,; Fenwick, Gawan, 
Sir. G. MW. Corker, Marſhal, and others. 
And his Teſtimony againſt the Plotting 
Lords inthe 7ower, was lookt upon as fo 
conſiderable, that the Earl of Danby (as 
he Swore betore the Houſe of Commons) 
takingi him into his Cloſet, affnr'd him 
that he ſhould be well rewarded if he 
would deſiſt from giving Evidence a- 
g4inſt the Lords in the 1 ower, viz, Wil. 
{iam Earl Powss, William Viſcount Staf- 
ford, Henry Lord Arundel of Warder, 
William Lord Peter, and John Lord Bel- 
laſis;, to which Mr. Bedloean{wered, T hat 
he had once been an ill man, and deſir'd to 
be ſo no more, To this the Treaſurer rc- 
ply'd, Tow may live in what Conntry you 
pleaſe, as Geneva, Sueden, or New Eng- 
land : have what mony you tan ak to main- 
tain you there, But Mr. Bedloe bravely 
and honeſtly: flighted the great tempta- 
tion, notwithſtanding the ſeveral threat- 
nings and diſcouragements he then lay 
under. 

After this, Mr. Reading, a Counlellor at 
Law, mſinuated himſelf into his Ac- 
Ince on the ſame delign, to mollii- 
1 


& and ſweeten his Evidence againit rhe 
 H4 Lords 
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| Lords in the Tower : but this too prov'd 
Abortive ; for Mr.'Bedloe out-witted him, 
and brought him to condign puniſhmenr 
for that Corrupt practice : tor after he 
had long held | him in hand, and got ſe- 
veral ſums of money from himy he.pro- 
cur'd, by a ſtratagem, ſufficient Witneſs 
to prove 1t out of his own Mouth, and 
under his own Hand, of which he was 
found Guilty, and his Sentence was, That 
he be Fined one thouſand pounds, Impri- 
{oned for a Year, and ſtand one hour in 
the Pref Foes ft, 

©. On this part of his life, T might quickly 
write over many Sheets of Paper ;: but all 
that can be ſaid concerning hisTeſtimony, 
being 1n Print already,I do not doubt bur 
I ſhall be more excuſable for being thus 
. brief and conciſe. Begging leave to di- 
rect you to the reſpeCtive Tryals of the 
Plotters, or rather to that Ingenious 
. Book, Entituled The HiFory of the Dam- 
gable Popiſh Plot, by the Author of thc 
Weekly Packet of | Advice: from Rome. 
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CHAP. XIIL 


Of the various TIT which were 
laid againſt his Life. The vreat re- 
ſpe ply iris, be cthond from 
the Proteſtant Party.- - Of -the-Nar- 
rative he t#rit of the fire of Lon- 
don. And ſomething m -yindication 
of his Dramatick Poem, call'4 
The Excommunicated Prince, of 


the falſe Relick. Tal 


Xperience having taught the Plot- 

tets that he was not to be gained 
either by bribes or menaces, they began 
to lay Plots and Contrivances againſt his 
Life. On the twentieth day of March, 
1679. Dr. Foxes the Kings Chymult in 
Ordinary,  Depos'd before Colonel Wa/- 
cop, that he being 'in Company with one 
Dr. Smith, a Papiſt, the faid Dr. Smith 
ask'd him 'if he' was not Phyfician to 
Captain ' Bedloe , ' Tes, I am, reply'd 
Dr. Fones, "both 'to himſelf ,. and all- his 
Family : then ſaid Dr. Smith, I ca put you 
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in « way how you make your ſelf” Rich and 
Great : It is but giving him a Pill, which 
would ſend him to the other World. In ſhort 
it was Sworn that he was very earneſt 
with him to Poyſon him. Upon which 
Smith was Committed to Prilon, where 
he continued near a Twelveinonth. 
| Not long after this, his Brother (as tis 
fuppos'd miſtaken for hit) receiv'd a 
deſperate Wound in his Shoulder, which 
was fmiraculoutly Cure; And about 
half a year before his death; he had a ve- 
ry ſtrange breaking out all over his Bo- 
dy, which all his Phyficians gave their 
inion was the effect of ſome Poyſon 
he had taken inwardly. And T heard 
him declare, that being ſufpitious of 
{ome Cempany that itruded upon him, 
eiviag himſelf fomwhat indiſpos'd, he 
mamediately took Phyſick, which forc'd 
out the InfeQtion. Which longer contihu- 
ance would certainly have rendred fatal. 
But thougthis Ememies had laid theſe 
and many more Plots againſt his Life, 
and os'd all thetr Wit and Induſtry to 
vilifie bis Reputarion : yet. all the while 
he wanted riot Friends to: Love and Che- 
tiih him. All Honeſt Diſcreet Prote- 
ftants did-look upon him as an happy In- 
ſ{trument {ent *emy by Providence wow. 
x erve 
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ſerve their dear Lives, Eſtates, and Re. 
ligion, which elſe had certainly been a 
Prey to the mercileſs bloody Papiſts. 
In London many perſons of great Honor 
and Quality Careſt him with all imagi- 
nable Civilty and Friendſhip. And when 
eer he walk'd the ſtreets, there was a. 
Lane made of people who throng'd to 
behold him, which they did with no or- 
dinary reſpe& and veneration. In moſt 
of our Parliament-men he had ſuch a con- 
ſiderable intereſt, that they promis'd him 
their aſſiſtance in procuring him a ſuta- 
ble reward, which no. body 1immagin'd 
would be leſs than fifty or threeſcore 
thouſand pounds. Por (beſides his great 
ſervices to his Country) he had ſuch an 
0bliging, winning,affable way with him, 
that his very Enemies did as much ad- 
mireas hate him. His Converſation was 
moſt facetious, his Reaſon deep, his Me- 
mory ſtrong, and his Courage undaunta- 
ble. And who ever heard him give his - 
Evidence againſt the damnable Plotters, 
or have Read their Tryals, muſt ad- 
mire him above any thing my Pen can 
expreſs of him. 

In the City he was fo admired, that 
many eminent perſons there, propos'd ta 
have his Statue rais'd. The infinite _ 

Vr 
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ber of. his PiQtures that were ſold, is al. 
moſt incredible. Nor could he be one 
day at reit for the lirtle Poets oi the 
Town, who were continually importn- 
ning him with their intollerable Poetry, 
I know very few of 'em that are worth 
my tragicribing here, however: I have a 
better opinion than ordinary of theſe fol- 
Jowing Lines (perhaps inclin'd to it by 
partiallity) they being writ by my own 
Granion, who I do afſure you 1s no more 
than nineteen years of age. 


I 


Let Columbus from his throze 
.. Deſcend, and own himſelf out done 
Fartner diſcoveries thou haft made than he, 
,  T hou haſt diſcover'd more than worlds, 
 Ev'n Hills of Treaſon, and Conſpiracy ; 
Thy Lyncean Eyes have have pier'd into 
.. . All the dark intreagues which Belzebub, 
. . iWith his whole Clubb © 
| Of old experiencid Fiends can do. 
-:,, Like Hercules thou!ſt pierc'd the gates 


OTE of night, 5 hs 

And with more than Mortal might ; 

_. Fort'd © up the Triple-headed day to 
YT Slot; rot, 


has, 


TI. Proteus 
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I 
Proteus the Poets boaſted ſo, 
For various ſhapes, muſt yield to you. 
His change was only for his own ; 
Tours for your Conntrys Preſervation. 
ng through the hollow parts, 
And crooked Paths of Teſuts hearts, 
reaſon you ſaw lie feſtring there. 
And like an able State Phyſician, 
When you perceiv'd the impoſt hume Ripe 


To fee it lancht of all its Putrefattion was 
YORY Care. | 
Nay, to the Deity thou art immediate 


For * tis a work that's near as great, 
For to Preſerve, as to Create. 


Mr. Bedloes Ingenious Narrative of the 
Firing of Loaon will never want remem- 
brance, but, ever live, and be credited , * 
by all honeſt Proteſtants,whilſt the world 
coritinues.. There he tells you that he was 
engag'd by the Bexedi&ize Monks at 
Paris in the, year 1676. {as a Member: 
of their Committee to Fire 1" /{mraſter, 
Lime-houſe , and ſeveral other places. 
And there he names particular Streets, 
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and the very Houſes where he hired Cel. 
lers, and laid in Wood, Coals, and vther 
Combuſtible matter, to effeQ this buſi. 
neſs; as on the backſide of the Py//: 
 grawus-Head Tavern, without Temple-Bar, 
Brewers:Yard in the Strand, a Celler at 
Me. Withers, at the Plow in Seething- 
Lane ; another in White Friars, others 
in Hhite-Croſs-ftreet, Red-Croſs-ſtreet, Bi. 
ſbopſeatesſtreet,, Queen Hith, &c. And in 
the Epiſtle he names twelve diſtin&t ways 
they have to cauſe and promote Fires. 
© For the reſt I refer the Reader to the 
- Book ir felf, whick is fold by Mr. Bow/- 
ter, and other Bookſellers in' Coryhil, 
*Irthe next place I defireleave to ſpeak 
ſomthing of his Dramatick Poem, eall*d 
The Excommunicated Prince, of the falſe 
Relick, As to the wortlt of - the Play, 
I do own my ſelf to be altogether ſo un- 
Silful in Poetry, that'I will not raſhly 
pretend to give my opinton of 1t.. *But 
that which T know, let me aſſert in its 
vindication, viz. that it was both began 
and'finiſht in the ſpace of two- Months, 
which every one muſt needs acknow- 
ledg waz but a very ſhort time, confi- 
dering the great buſineſs, thatthen more 
earneſtly imploy'd his thoughts, which 
muſt neceſſarily be.a weighty clog to _ 
ab 


ableſt Muſe. Whereas fame of the chief 
Paets of this' Age have thought it no diſc 
paragement ta confeſs, that a corre& 
Play to be perfetted, will requireat leaſt 
twelve months time. And I remember 
in ſome Prologue, I think in that tothe 
Virtuofa, T have Read this Diſtick to the 
fame purpole, 


A Play, like Ground, muſt a year Fallow 
he, 
 Ere it can ripen to good Cameay. 


This conſfider'd, (and it being the firſt 
Eſſay he ever finiſht of this Nature) what 
few miſtakes are found in his Play, may 
be eaſily excus'd. But belfides its 'real 
faults, the errors of the Preſs, and what 
it ſuffers through the prejudice and ma- 
lice of the Authors Adverſaries, I do 
not at all wonder if even the moſt im- 
partial Reader too, ſhould look ſeverely 
on it, ſeeing he is promis'd in the Title 
Page what he can never find 1n the Book. 
It would fain cozen him te belicve that 
he ſhall meet with the Popiſh Plot repre- 
ſented in that Play, though I have heard 
Mr.B-a!oe often ſay henever intended any 
- ſuchthing. The Hiſtory he deſign'd,may, 


as I am infornv'd, be Read in ſeveral Au- 
thentick 
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thentick Aurhors ; butin Heylens Geogra- 


4 phy 1 remember I. met with it my ſelf. 


So may any that will verale his Hiſtor 
of G a mg Mr. Bedloe well know it wa; 
| _—_— i intereſt ſo for to. ridicule the 
, as to compoſe a Play of it ; and he 
had more judgment in Poetry, than to 
that. ſuch a new thing would 
pF in Tragedy. And leaſt any one 
Id fulpet har his deſign did in the 
leaſt incline that way, he writ an Epi- 
{tle to afurehis Reader of the contrary. 
Which the Stationer ( Thhpoling under 
that prefence the Phay would'vend much 
better) he it by intereſt to ſtifle; 
andadded theſe' words'to the Title Page 

(Being the Popiſh Plot 'in a; Play) with 
out the Authors conſentor knowledg. 
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of - we his livin"in Briflo: 
Of Fl fickneſs. © ph Hing words, 


and bis. Death.,, fo td; ft" 
Tow Mir. B-dloe Aalbo h his allow-/ 
 N. ance. from His:Majeſty was, but: 
ten pounds 'a week, Wicks the aſſiſtance: 
of his Friends, 2nd what he had of his. 
own, liv'd. at the rate -of-- at leaſt two': 
thouſand pounds a year. He was of a, 
molt generpus:Bountityl iand Charitable - 
humour, kind tohis.Relations, andcon-. 
ſtant-to his Friend ; his Clothes were the, 
Richeſt which, mony. could;buy, . whuth! 
he knew how to put on, and wear to the | 
beſt advantagt,; | This arid.his other ac-,- 
comnliſhments,,'as; the;comeline(s of his ! 
Perſon,.the oaſantrels of his Convers ». 
ſation, and ihisgxaQnels in the Punttilio' $ 
of, Breedingeqng Carriage, gave:hinan «. 
abſolute, domunign. over all peopl& wilt 
whom he WRS,4CqUainged, efpecially i OUET, : 
the, Female Cf] avhickh;he, khew'hawto' :: 
pleaſe to an hairs ſhadow ; I know fwo 
F Ladies 
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Iadies of vet great Fortunes, that fell 
ſo Paſſionately in Love with him, that 
their Fathers thought it convenient to - 
make Propoſals to him of Marriage. 
which he civily refusd;. with. the pre- 
tence that he reſoly*d not as yet to ſettle 
himfelf, eſpecially'till the Parliament had 
ratify'd their (ore promiſes to him, 
which might in ſome manner, he faid, 
make him cÞ$able of deſerving ſuch con- 
ſiderable offers. But not long after this, 
he hapned in'Company with a young 
Lady, whoſe Conquering Charms, altho 
he at the firſt Interview, had no more 
power to reſiſt, than he could pluck 
down a Star,or remove a Mountain. Her 
Vertues, Beauties, and Ingenuity, (in 
which ſhe was hardly equaPd, by any 
of her Sex) had procur'd her as many 
Admirers, as ſhe had Beholders ; nor was 
ſheleſs eminent for her Fortune and Qua- 
lity, there being only two Sifters, of 
which ſhe wiis hs Eldeſt,who were Co- 
Heirs to at leaſt ſix hundred p6unds per 
ann, Her name was Madam Anna Pa- 
rifoy, Daughter to one Collonel Perifoy, 
a Gentleman of an Ancient Family, and 
of good repute in Ireland. *' At the ſame 
time ſhe was Courted by a Perſon of Ho- 
_ Rear in Londoy, but ſhe knew not how 
ed ? to 
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to fancy any other man,after ſhe had once 
beheld the Perſon of Mr. Bed/oe. Belides, 
he continu'd ſuch an earneſt and cloſe 
ſiege, that from the firſt time he ever. 
ſaw her, he mov'd not out of her Com- 
pany till he had extorted from her many 

ppy ſymptoms of her kindneſs for him, 
and at laſt her conſent and- promiſe to 
Marry him. He now grown impatient 
of any delay, was induſtrious to accele- 
rate the Solemnity of the Marriage, and 
ſhe too, (although at firſt unwulling to 
give herſelf away without the conſent 
and knowledg of her Friends, yet conli- 
dering the many hazards that would at- 
tend that piece of Duty,) was at laſt 
brought to ſubſcribe to what time he 
would appoint for the Conſummating 
the buſineſs. 

The Wedding, he kept, was, for the 
Gallantry of their Garbs, the Concourſe 
Perſops of Quality, and. for the noble- 
neſs and'freeneſs of the Entertainment, - 
ſuch 11 has not been excelPd by 
any Gentleman this many years, and as 
for Epithalawizms, few Princes I believe 
were ever troubled with a greater num- 
ber of *em. Among the teſt of his Pa- 
pers I found nine in Manuſcript, beſides 

'''T'S ſeveral 
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tak they! are all ſo inſt«; 
h;. thavk will oogrmouble my-: 
any Fs vor Reader with! 
ik, rri” vit 36 


age; he, continu'd not 
0 monty ind == but, was: 10vi-/- 
DA live-in Briffol. by the.incedfant im- 
mi Friends he 
FP there, 6: = cagn% whombhewas. the read1- 
er, to.cotnpl » becauleithrouglthe Parli- 
ameots Difolutign, 'the. aeceffity of: his: 
_ attendance us London was dilcontinn'd.” 
And having Rentgdl;a, very; faitpleaſant 
Houſe, on Staxientb Ul 1h lun he fur-" 
niſht; it, with, a, great quantity-0of very” 
ſumptuous. &:n1ch; Arras: Hangings, : 
{ome Pan ds, and:alliotherUlten- 
fils,. ER. hi Silver ox: Gold could-/ 
ich State, and: Neatneſs, 

ariment; vas Corre- 
Sohn coming. ' 
Sh it "O18 or, 
ME Ganlerner 
ry, and. 


heades:ah iankmnitenumber 

aigh were dayly: ſent hinr-- 
beds grateful acknow-" 
j5al of Extraptdinary: ſervices | 
'Cou oultzy yn General, and them- 
ſelves 
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vfelves in\Parricufar:”" "In vhig%þ i 1eY 
\lus: life about half. FS: ye, ih - GA 
\\he\was:obJerv?d--ro' _ a-rf0 
\Churchaman,+he red in\ RD. 
.yotion, ' in his> Life ahJ "£61 erſation 
hait-and Sober; Jullro Wt mer! ctord- 
prowl hisPower; \Kind anHoſp ab 
| bus Relations, 'and Charitable to tha 

\In ſhore,\ he begari tongx6w toe? NY, 
and too refin'd to continue long arfong 
ſuch a 'wicket unworthy people, for as 
p Ads s$ did. creaſe and made him 

for thaves; To <&d rhe crying ſins 
og our: Natiop deſerve that he ſhould no 
longer continue its Preſerver. 

About the middle of July,. 1680. he 
as calld forto:Londd: Rlicerping ſome 
buſineſs! /of rhe” unfit Popiſh Plor, 
whereihe/concinzid nofÞaft'h fortni mY 
Ste, heiteccived 4 from bis/Wiſe this tol- 


ot c If aofl165's | l 
FromB vey a ;, Algul 1680, 

KWNg 4 711 ON 9f7! 1 

I/ WIS vs I4 Nas ' | | : ' al " + 

My Dar! [) 1 'Oftf1 3 lit | Tee. *4 Wy. R Jo f 

'' Receiv/d « yours by tht” Hitt LE #h 


' 'Toy t0 hear of your FRelth, bit 777- 
cannot five you the ſeme Eo? Le FRY 
evaing my Own. For' Fhawe' been t5 fe 
I 3 three 
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| three or- F Our days Aery much indi(p 05d and | 


h,. or, pruqoh if thy befinel will 
pores, to ave thy ompany y here with all 
_ofſible ſpeed... Towr Mo r and Siſter went 
this ning for Wales, by the Chep. 


 ftow Boaz, mbo. defire to be remembred to 


you, Pray igiue my jg to my Brother 
Fames, and to the reft of my Friends in 


n, 41d accept of the ſame your felf 
Your moſt Dutiful 
and Loving Wife, till Death, 
ANNA ' BEDLOE, 


from 


When he had perus'd this Letter, he 
beg eo ___ extreamly concern'd and Me- 
; and having ſpent. the follow- 

jog night, t diſcontented and reftleſs, he 
took Horſe very early on the next Mor- 
ning for Briſtol. but the weather was ſo 
ron hor , >. I he rid fo exceſ- 
fivehard,tha hecame to his Houſe, 
he fonnd his Lady indifferently well Re- 
ver'd, but himſelf in a moſt deſperate 
enidany erous condition. _ able * Phy- 
ſician was immediately ſent for, who 
ora not at firſt hes to make of his 
Piſkaſe, only that he was Feaveriſh, 


how- 
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of Ca LB 's PLOB. 
Fas KEN it ſome. things which 
cans'd hiratp reſt thatoight indifferent! 
well, - In,:the Morning he had the Ad- 
vice ofitwo Phyſicians more, who all 
then concluded that he! had broke his 
£all by too violent! 1and that his 
Diſtemper was not : le by any Hu- 
man Art...;It: was codnchided: 
that he ſhould: underſtand -the da 
his condition; that he: might 


er of 
en to 


order and pt A Afﬀairs - "iy and pre» 


ow for his to the other world: 
s Wite, Marher, ” acldfhmiodeher of his 


Relations, at this Opinion of the Phyfi- * 


Clans, were grown almoſt DiltraCted, 
but he Pf receiv'd the. Sentence 
with an advinoble Calmneſs and Reſig- 
nation, contrary to the uſual Nature of 
frailer fleſh:and blood. - As his ſicknels 
increas'd, {o did his patience too ; and 
he ſeem'd to takea kind of divertiſement 
evenain his pain, and delighted to: bear 
what was the will of Heaven. He was 
conſtant and moſt Fervent in his Devo- 
tion to Almighty God, heartily begging 
forgiveneſs for his former horrid fins, for 
which he declar'd :his unteign'd ſorrow. 
by numerous Sighs and Tears. He re- 

ceived the Communion after the Inſtitu- 


on of the Church of England, of which 
I 4 R-eli- 
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is Bleſſed Sdvibur 
His'Codſci rtpuriy be- 
ſteney That -nof- 
the! wrdckingTortures-. - 


hib3 Dttces ompibis ſeenifd!teantici 


che mipeakableyoys wi Heaven; te like 
 bis\Vidieankoloblaribe kad ai Þperfeft Jdea 


'of the:BeardficknVifiobgtartdithdt he ſaw 
foveral Bleſſed Angels Ubveving about his 
- Bed,+which were waitin condut = 
hlmcto the 1Celtttial - Par 'He fre 
quently: 'deckiretÞhis linteſ to part 
with ' this irroubleſ6ne world, | though 
forthe ſake ofichis/Family;; he aid, If it 
wastheAlmighties pleaſtirheſhoule! bg 
cofitented to continue bete aliteletlonger; 
(his - Lady [being/"then \weny1b1g' warty 
Chald, who with 'his:Mother, Brother 
and Siſter, ge! _ diſappointed 
10 the ' grea they [Fang of 
him: but yo made the beſt: Provide - 
themall, which at that'timie tay it 
power, and! told *em that he did? not - 
doubt but! the- Parliamentgi:which had 
made him ſuch-large ant] "falyipromiſes, 


would certainly take his Pazaty int ro RE 
Care and Protein. ft 
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Lig than be cantinucd tobe 

ad, he war privie to 
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ſeg, to. obſerve the 
bh Th + Con carnal ph alt cer a3 oh 
duce their Religion into ry which 
ted in their having an. Head , we» 
9”, #2 wharuo became of it : 
farther, he knew the WW, Sebi 
gnd Reſolution of 1 the Jeſuits, that they 
would tick at nothing to Fox fo compa & their own 
ends; they. had «tt box fo n him, 
but be had eſcaped t 
OE he: had. nded. this Diſcourſe, 
all'the Company being deſired to with- 
draw, beſides his Wife, my Lord, and his 
Martial ; my Lord North $A. his farther 
Examination on his Oath, which was but 
very ſhort and conciſe, and no more then 
0 this purpoſe, viz. That the Duke and 
Queen were indeed conſcious of the Popiſh 
| Plot, but he ſeemed to clear *em from ha- 
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Death, r1 [in 
Church in Brifol, the £.ndqhn 
ing all ovet coyered ih buck ; and an 
tenumber of People bat Wore $i: 
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ſed through'the whole Kingdoin, be 

F nol his Mpurners, 7 | 

were made on his Funeral, I will tr 

ble you withonly:this' a ; 1 will ot 


he was very decently -Inter 
preſent, beſides all true: 
Among' the Multitude of Eligie W Kh 
fay the beft, becauſe* ov It. was 


Writ by a near Relation of mine. | ny "n 


An Elegie. -on the Death of 
| Capeai William Bedlow.”' 
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